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let Us Praise God And Go Forward 


With this issue we begin our eighteenth year of publication. 


From its very beginning it has been the prayer of the editors that 
this magazine might be used to glorify God, honor His Word, strengthen 
faith, win souls and in all of this to advance the work of God’s Kingdom. 


We are painfully aware of the fact that we have not always succeeded 
in this ideal, for there have been times when we have made mistakes, 
when we have lacked judgment. 


We have earnsstly sought that which is best for our church and this 
has been a constructive wish. In our time there are never ending pressures 
being exerted from without, and in some cases from within, which tend 
to lead us into unfruitful emphases. 


For the individual Christian, and for the Church, there are the 
ever recurring temptations to emphasize the minor instead of the major; 
the temporal for the eternal and to substitute for the eternal verities of 
the Christian message other things which may be good in themselves 
but which are under no circumstances a substitute for the Gospel itself. 


It is the constant aim of the editors to share in keeping the eyes 
of our readers on our King, Saviour and Lord and on the great task 


which He has assigned to His Church. 

We crave the prayers of our readers as we begin a new year of 
publication and we will always welcome suggestions, advice and constructive 
criticism. 

Also, if you enjoy the Journal, please tell others about it. 


—The Editors. 
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EDLIOCRIA L 


With or Without Power 


Witnessing for Christ, whether it be from the 
pulpit or at the level of personal, every day liv- 
ing, is not always the same. The difference is 
one of conviction, of effectiveness, of spiritual 
power. 


Every Christian, anxious to testify to the sav- 
ing grace of Christ in his own life, is aware of 
a difference at times. It is axiomatic that we 
cannot measure the effectiveness of our witness 
by how we feel about that witness; there are 
elements over which we have no control and 
there are also effects of which we are totally un- 
aware. 

But the fact remains that there are certain 
necessary elements in preaching, teaching and 
living (all of which are merely different phases 
of witnessing), without which spiritual power 
is lacking and which are available to every 
Christian. 

There is power in the presence and work of 
the Holy Spirit. The early disciples were unfit- 
ted for effective work until the Holy Spirit had 
been poured out upon them. He will empower 
us today. 


There is power in prayer. Communion with 
God in prayer is a spiritual exercise which en- 
ables us to see ourselves in God’s perspective 
and through which divine wisdom, guidance and 
strength come to those who seek it. 


There is power in the Word of God. This 
‘“God-breathed literature’, as Dr. Crossley Mor- 
gan calls it, carries with it a power and a con- 
viction beyond the understanding of unregen- 
erate human reasoning. God does honor His 
Word; He uses it as a mirror, as a sword, as an 
anvil. Arguments and clever cliches fail miser- 
ably — the Holy Scriptures never fail. 

Having made available to us these sources 
of power God expects us to use them. How we 
respond makes the difference: 

With or without power. 
—L. N. B. 
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The Seriousness of Sin 


One of the recurring problems of each genera- 
tion, and of each individual, is a proper concept 
of the seriousness of sin. 


Only through the Holy Spirit can it be under- 
stood. 


Only in the light of the Cross can we under- 
stand this dreadful reality, so terrible that noth- 


ing less than the death of God’s Son would suf- 
fice. 


The Bible makes it plain that we are sinners 
by inheritance, by practice and by choice. A 
candid look at our hearts will show us that sin 
is present in our lives every day. A glance at 
our newspapers reveals it to be a world-wide ma- 
lady with repercussions in every nation and 
every individual life. 


Despite this evidence which confronts us on ev- 
ery hand there is a never-ending attempt to ex- 
plain sin in terms which actually explain it away. 
Maladjustment, ignorance, mistaken attitudes, 
psychological quirks, environmental disadvant- 
ages are all dismal realities; but their adjust- 
ment or elimination still leaves us with the 
basic problem of the human heart. 


There are many worthwhile organizations 
which are engaged in an unending struggle to 
correct the effects of sin. These efforts should 
not be discouraged for there are personal and 
corporate problems which stem from sin and 
which need to be faced and corrected. 


But failure to face up to the fact of sin and 
to understand what it is can, at best, lead to 
self or social reformations only, without ever 
having gone to the heart of the matter and 
treated the malady from which these personal 
and social problems come. 


Sin is disobedience to the holy laws of a holy 
God. As such it is an offense of the gravest sort. 
In civil life defiance to established law is punish- 
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able; in the divine economy how much greater 
the offense when we defy the sovereign God of 
the universe. The effect of sin is separation 
from God, — separation from communion, 
from fellowship, and separation in ultimate des- 
tiny. 


The apostle Paul, writing to the Romans, pre- 
sents the dilemma and the remedy: “For the 
wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is 
eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord”. 


Although spiritual death is caused by sin we, 
in our own blindness, seem so little concerned 
about it. Despite the glorious news that God 
has provided the remedy and offers to change 
our eternal destiny through the gift of His Son, 
how often we seem little concerned — how often 
become involved in secondary things! 


One of the aspects of the Gospel is the fact 
of and the seriousness of sin. To this solemn 
message there is added the wonderful news that 
in Christ Jesus there is forgiveness, cleansing 
and transformation. 


Little wonder that the Gospel is the “Good 
News”. 
—L. N. B. 





Plenteous Redemption 


“With him is plenteous redemption” Psalm 
130:7b 


When God gives He gives in abundant mea- 
sure. We have all the air we want; we do not 
need to be afraid of taking a deep breath. The 
supply of food is ample for all mankind, if men 
by their greed and laziness and selfishness and 
wastefulness did not make it scarce in some 
places. He gives abundance of water to quench 
the thirst of all living things. 


So, when God redeemed lost men He made 
a plan which was big enough for all: He loved 
the world, and whosoever believeth may have 
everlasting life. His redemption is sufficient 
for all who will accept it. May we think of 
three or four ways in which its plenteousness 
is manifested. 


1. The Price God paid was big enovgh to 
satisfy all claims. 


He did not ransom us with silver and gold. 
There was plenty of silver and gold. It was 
something far more precious: the blood of His 


dear Son. When man sinned death came upon 
all, for all had sinned. No man could be found 
who could ransom his brother. So God came in 
the likeness of men and died in our stead. The 
death of Jesus Christ is sufficient. We need no 
other ransom. He paid it all; all to Him I owe; 
sin had left a crimson stain: He washed it 
white as snow. 


2. Its drawing power is the strongest that 
could be given. Jesus says, I, if I be lifted up 
from the earth, will draw all men unto me. 
Men are sometimes drawn to Christ by His holy 
life, or His matchless teaching, or His wonder- 
ful works, but nothing touches the heart of men, 
nothing draws men, like sacrifice. The story 
of the cross and the sacrificial death of the Son 
of God reaches hard hearts. When men realize 
what salvation cost then they respond. 


3. Its freeness. The invitation to come is ex- 
tended to all, every one, whosoever: none are 
excluded. Whosoever will may come. 


1. Its fullness. It completely saves. The 
blood of Jesus Christ washes whiter than snow, 
it cleanses from all sin, even the most heinous. 


Have you and I made sure of our part in this 
Plenteous Redemption? 


—J. K. P. 


Almost ... Not Quite 


Most people are not at the extremes, not 
agnostic nor atheists on the one hand nor per- 
fect models on the other. On the contrary most 
people are “good” people. Very near the line— 
just below — just above. But had you thought 
what a chasm there is between? That line is 
named Salvation. 


King Agrippa said to Paul, “ALMOST thou 
persuadest me to be a Christian.” Almost was 
the line but Agrippa never stepped across and 
he was lost. 





Jesus said to the rich young man who had 
gone to Him asking how he could have eternal 
life, “Go and sell that thou hast and give to 
the poor’, but the young man who was a “good” 
man couldn’t bring himself to do it. His wealth 
was his “line” and he never stepped across it 
and he was lost. 


You perhaps are close to the line. What is 
that line in your life? Is it pleasure, wealth, 
selfishness, or worldly ambition? It is some- 
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thing, if you haven’t stepped across. But for 
the sake of your soul, for the sake of your sal- 
vation, step across today, before it is too late. 
And once you're across, you’re across. 


Almost persuaded now to believe; 
Almost persuaded Christ to receive; 
Seems now some soul to say; 

Go Spirit, go thy way, 

Some more convenient day 

On thee T’ll call. 


Almost persuaded, harvest is past! 
Almost persuaded, doom comes at last! 
“Almost” cannot avail: Almost is but to 


fail; 
Sad, sad that bitter wail— 
Almost — but lost. —e, Le€ 


“And the Singers Sang Loud—” 


Recently the Sat. Eve. Post published an 
amusing picture showing a lady they called 
Mrs. Bellows putting on a one-man act for the 
congregation. She was shaking the rafters in 
what some referred to as song. 


I do not care if there were snickers behind her 
back, Mrs. Bellows’ hymn-singing impressed me. 
I know that she has that old time religion which 
was good enough for Paul and Silas and it can’t 
be repressed. In her case, it was coming out. 


All this reminded me that as a layman I have 
preached a number of times in rural and small 
town churches and on each occasion I have 
spotted instantly members of Mrs. Bellows’ tribe. 
God love ’em — I know He does. 


In one rural church where I have enjoyed 
holding services I think the entire congregation 
could give Mrs. Bellows a few lessons. The 
choir wasn’t much. They didn’t need a choir. 
The whole congregation was the choir and they 
were willing to let the world know that ‘Jesus 
Saves” or any other fact vital to Christianity. 

At first I listened in amazement and I liked 
what I heard because it came from the heart of 
a great people serving Our Lord. Maybe they 
struck a few strange notes, it didn’t matter. 
What they sang, they believed. 

Now I recall “and the singers sang loud.” 


That’s Scripture and woe be the man who of- 
fends such servants of God. 


—Ralph Brewer 





WANTED — Dedicated teachers for Christiar 
Day School operated by Presbyterian church. 
Openings for ‘59-60 term in first, second- 
third, and sixth-seventh grades. Contact Miss 
Carolyn Williams, Principal, West End Chris 
tian School, 1600 Atlantic Street, Hopewel! 
Virginia. 
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LETTERS. 


“T etter to the Devil” 


I read your letter as published in the Presby- 
terian Journal and just where you received your 
information about these Family Night Suppers 
I do not know. However, I would like to take 
this opportunity to invite you to the Family 
Night Supper which we have in our church. 











Unless you have decidedly changed your spirit- 
ual attitude I am quite sure that the fellowship 
which our Christian people enjoy which pre- 
cedes this Family Night Supper would be very 
unpleasant to you, particularly at the time when 
we stop and thank God for His many blessings 
and ask Him to bless the food that has been 
prepared and provided for us. 


Somehow I feel after this you would be rather 
inclined to leave our meeting but you might 
linger long enough to hear between one hun- 
dred and one hundred and fifty Christian peo- 
ple singing gospel hymns for the glory of God 
and for their own uplift. If you have not disap- 
peared by then I am quite sure you would be 
gone when the Scriptures are read and the 
brethren of the church enter into a season of 
prayer to The Almighty. 


Feeling that you would have had enough by 
this time I just want you to know that our Pastor 
delivers a message at that time after which we 
go to our homes. 


So, Mr. Devil, I think you were misinformed 
as to the activities of the Family Night Suppers 
as held in some of our Presbyterian Churches. 

—A Christian 
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The Ninety-Ninth General Assembly 
Presbyterian Church, U. S. 


By Rev. John R. Richardson, D.D. 


The Ninety-ninth General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S., was preceded by the 
pre-assembly Conference on Evangelism with 
350 Commissioners being present. The first ses- 
sion began Wednesday afternoon, April 22nd, 
in the auditorium of the Druid Hills Presby- 
terian Church of Atlanta. Dr. David H. C. Read, 
pastor of the Madison Avenue Presbyterian 
Church of New York City and former chaplain 
to Her Majesty the Queen in Scotland, spoke 
on the theme, “The Christ We Proclaim”. Three 
messages were presented on this central part of 
evangelism. 


In Dr. Read's first message, he explained that 
there is a civil war going on in each one of us 
and, as a matter of fact, there are two rival per- 
sonalities. One is the Servant and the other 
is the Tyrant. The Christian message, he said, 
makes it clear that Christ rejected the role of 
Tyrant and accepted the role of Servant. Stress- 
ing the fact that we worship the Servant Lord, 
he concluded with this helpful thought: 


“So when we unite ourselves here with Him 
in worship, we tame the Tyrant in our midst. 
The church that meets under the sign of the 
Cross cannot be a Tyrant church, seeking pres- 
tige and authority over men. It is the Servant 
church that exists for no other reason than to 
serve God and man. That is why the true 
Church points upward to God and outward to 
man but never inward to herself . . . This is the 
God in whose omnipotence is enshrined the 
Servant Christ and from whose glory flows an 
overwhelming love.” 


Dr. Read’s second address was focused upon 
the thought that Christ came into the world 
to bring us to God. He indicated that there 
is no Gospel — no really Good News — in the 
announcement of who God is without any indi- 
cation of how we can be related to Him. Christ 
may give to us a perfect picture of the Father- 
God, but unless He can also give us the means 
by which to reach Him, He will leave us in de- 
spair. What we need is not simply the confi- 
dence that Christ brings God to us, but also 
that He can bring us to God. Picturing it in 
Bible terms, he said, “I need not only a Revealer 
but also a Saviour.” “Salvation is what the Bible 
is all about.” “These books,” he declared, “are 
not discourses of theology or metaphysics or 
promises about a happy land far, far away. 
They are fornt-line reports on the liberating ac- 
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tion of God. They tell of a rescuing operation 
in this sick world and they center on the Person 
in Whom and by Whom the great deliverance 
is come. With one voice, the apostles declared 
that the Liberator has come and that in Christ 
they have been delivered from sin and brought 
into the family of the living God. This has 
been the dynamic of the Gospel kept alive in 
the Church, in spite of all the distortion and 


deviation from the New Testament times to the 
present day.” 


The final message presented by Dr. Read un- 
derscored the truth that Christ came to deliver 
us from evil. He based this message on I John 
3:8, “For this purpose the Son of God was 
manifested, that He might destroy the works 
of the devil.” Amplifying his theme, he assert- 
ed, “When we move to the plain of the simple 
Biblical narrative, we find that this Jesus had 
no doubts about His message among men. He 
came to attack evil wherever He found it. He 
came to deliver men from its clutches. The 
angel-song of His deliverance was no mere lulla- 
by of His infancy. It became the battle-cry of 
the most strenuous campaign against evil the 
world has ever known . .. The life of Jesus was 
to be marked by conflict with the powers of evil. 
They were real to Him. Alone in the desert, 
He confronted the Enemy. Picture Him as you 
will, this was a real Enemy. From Bethlehem 
to Gethsemane is not more than five miles, but 
for Him every inch was battleground as He met 
every evil earth can harbor or the heart of 
man can hatch.” 


Dr. H. Louis Patrick, pastor of the Second 
Presbyterian Church of Kansas City, Missouri, 
spoke on “The Church Is a Mission”. Dr. Pat- 
rick defined evangelism as “telling the Good 
News of God’s mighty acts”. Then he explained, 
“When Peter by faith said that Jesus was the 
Messiah, our Lord said He would build His 
Church on that profession and then He said, 
“The gates of Hades would not prevail against 
it.. He also then declared that those people 
who confess Him as Christ would storm the cita- 
dels of Hell and death and take both captivel 
The Church not only has a Prophet and a Priest 
to follow, but also the Church has a King who 
rules over all. You and I have a prophetic mes- 
sage to reveal God to men, a priestly calling of 
reconciling men to God, and the kingly charge 
to finish the revolution which shall make the 


kingdoms of this world to become the Kingdom 
of our Lord.” 
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Dr. Charles L. King, pastor of the First Pres- 
byterian Church of Houston, Texas, delivered 
two strong addresses. The first he designated 
“The Holy Spirit and Evangelism”. The source 
material for this message Dr. King found in the 
Acts of the Apostles. In the light of the migthy 
truth set forth in the Book of Acts, Dr. King 
raised this disturbing question: “Is our neglect 
of the Holy Spirit the explanation of many of 
the weaknesses of our church today? Applying 
the idea raised by this question, he remarked, 
“We are beginning on a program that will lead 
up to our centennial year. I know that those 
who have prepared that program have sought 
most earnestly the guidance of the Holy Spirit. 
Are we going to seek the baptism of the Holy 
Spirit for the program and for those through 
whose hands it must be worked? If not, our 
Centennial year will end in humiliation and dis- 
couragement. 


Dr. King’s second address discussed ‘Prayer 
and Evangelism”. On this subject he affirmed, 
“When we turn to what we call the greatest book 
on evangelism in the wor, the Acts of the 
Apostles, we find Peter a mui effective evange- 
list. But do not forget that before Peter 
preached that evangelistic sermon at Pentecost 
he had spent ten days with the other apostles 
and with the women and with Mary, the mother 
of Jesus, in a prayer meeting . . . If the Church 
of today really wants a momentous revelation 
from God as to her duty as she faces pressing 
problems, she knows where and how it may be 
had.” 


Bringing the theme to apply to the local 
church, Dr. King noted, “There are dozens of 
commissioners to this Assembly who would test- 
ify to miraculous workings of God in local 
churches in answer to prayer. Rifts have been 
healed, reconciliations have been effected, hard- 
ened sinners brought to their knees by the Spirit 
of God given in answer to prayer.” 


Commenting on the recent newspaper report 
concerning the annual presidential prayer serv- 
ice in Washington, Dr. King said, “Judging by 
the account, the recent prayer services have been 
characterized by the absence of the President 
and prayer. The account frankly said that the 
service could hardly be called a prayer service, 
for the principle feature was not prayer but an 
address by some well-known Christian leader. 
Do we not find in this account one explanation 
of what happened to the prayer meetings in our 
churches? Talking to the people was substituted 
for talking and listening to God.” 


Dr King explained some of the reasons for 
the decline of united prayer. He said, “United 
prayer thrives in hard times. We have had only 
a few hard times in this country since the turn 
of the century.” 
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Three seminars were held on certain aspects 
of evangelism. Rev. T. H. McDill of Columbia 
Seminary led a seminar on “Person-to-Person 
Evangelism”. He presented a verbatim report 
on what transpired when two laymen made a 
call during a city-wide school of visitation evan- 
gelism. He analyzed the conversations and 
pointed out what these laymen said that was 
right and what they said that was wrong. On 
the basis of this analysis, he indicated the best 
procedures to follow in visitation evangelism. 


“The Care of New Members” was the theme 
of the second seminar, led by Dr. Robert F. Jones, 
pastor of the First Presbyterian Church of Fort 
Worth, Texas. Dr. Jones stressed the import- 
ance of assimilating new members into the life 
of the church. He said it has become common 
knowledge that in the church the distance from 
the front door to the back door is short. He 
urged the commissioners to remember that ba- 
bies always need nurture and proper diet and 
that after the work of the obstetrician there is 
needed the services of the pediatrician. He said 
that most of our programs of evangelism stop 
too soon and expressed the belief that when 
people drop out of our churches the fault is 
more with the officers and congregation than 
with the new members. This, he said, we should 
take seriously, as one out of every two members 
drop out. Dr. Jones declared that the hands 
that purge the church roll are not always clean 
of responsibility for the existence of this con- 
dition. 


“Renewal Through Small Groups” was the 
subject of the third seminar led by Rev. Thomas 
M. Steen, minister of Ashbury First Methodist 
Church in Rochester, New York. Mr. Steen 
discussed the Protestant concept of the retreat 
and how Christians gain from small groups a 
sense of direction and also a sense of purposes. 
He stated that in the small groups within his 
own church there has been discussion on such 
themes as “The Basis of our Christian Faith”, 
“How to Witness to our Faith’, and similar 
subjects. These research groups usually consist 
of from twelve to twenty persons who meet for 
two hours of study. He observed that these 
groups have found God’s power released in com- 
mon study and have been a liberating experience 
where individuals were helped to grow. He said 
that many today are hungry for meanings and 
in small groups many come to an understanding 
of the meaning of life and its issues. 


Mr. Steen declared that it is a fact that there 
are few committed people in the best of Chris- 
tian churches. It is the realization that makes 
the minister’s heart ache. It is through the min- 
istry of small groups that new commitments are 
made that result in a new depth in the lives of 
the participants. He suggested research studies 
in tithing, prayer, witnessing and the proper 
observance of the Lord’s Day. 
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The Opening Night 


The retiring Moderator, Mr. Philip F. Hower- 
ton, delivered an informative address that cen- 
tered on two things: First, the influence that 
our Reformed Faith has had upon our phil- 
osophy of government and secondly, upon the 
philosophy of each of us as individual Chris- 
tians. Mr. Howerton said that he was led to 
speak on this subject in honor of the 450th an- 
niversary of the birth of John Calvin. Due to 
the fact that this message has been printed in 
full in the Southern Presbyterian Journal, ex- 
cerpts will be omitted from this report. 


The Election of the New Moderator 


Dr. Ronald Frye, associate professor of Eng- 
lish at Emory University, presented the name 
of Ernest Trice Thompson. He said that Dr. 
Thompson is “a broad and intelligent man who 
will lead the church forward. He is the author 
of a number of books and has served twice as 
the Moderator of the Synod of Virginia.” Dr. 
B. R. Lacy, former president of Union The- 
ological Seminary in Richmond, seconded Dr. 
Thompson’s nomination. 


Dr. Robert Strong, pastor of the First Pres- 
byterian Church in Augusta, nominated Dr. 
Eugene Crampton Scott, the retiring Stated 
Clerk of the General Assembly. He stated that 
in Dr. Scott we have had a great Stated Clerk 
and no one in the whole Assembly could sur- 
pass him in moderating the Assembly skilfully 
and conscientiously. Ruling Elder Ralph Wil- Dr. E. T. Thomspon 
gus of the North Avenue Presbyterian Church 
in Atlanta seconded Dr. Scott’s nomination. 


“8 PCIE = = = oS . s 
When the ballots were counted and the re- EAS 
aS 


sults, tabulated, it was found that Dr. Thompson 
received 283 votes and Dr. Scott 217. Dr. Scott 
then made the motion that Dr. Thompson’s 


- 
° ° ° . os s 
election be made unanimous. This motion was educational material 


carried. 


Following the election of Moderator, Mr. based on the Creed 


Howerton presented the report of his services 









during the year he served the church. He ex- of our Church 
pressed deep appreciation for the assistance giv- wary 

en him by Dr. E. C. Scott, the Stated Clerk, . Our Presbyterian Literature 
and then added some impressions and observa- , 

tions gained between the 1958 and 1959 As- zg published by the 

semblies. In the matter of evangelism, Mr. oo] BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 


Howerton said, “We should face quite frankly PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, U.S. 
that we have not come up to our responsibility 


in this primary work of our church.” He then 














released this report: During the past year 1,167 , , 
churches maton ce not a eth’ peahtiien of Dedicated to the Highest Ideals of 
‘faith; 1,081 churches reported one to four pro- Christian Scholarship 
fessions of faith; 706 churches reported five to 
nine professions of faith. Our total membership PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGE ] 
now numbers 873,026, but this represents only 
an increase for the year of 20,843. Marshall W. Brown, President — Clinton, S. C. 
(To be Continued) 
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Will Christians Be Present on Judgment Day 
and What For? 


By the Rev. R. Wilbur Cousar, D.D. 


For twenty-five years the writer was thoroughly 
convinced that no Christian would ever stand be- 
fore the judgment seat of the Great White Throne. 
Passages such as Romans 8:1, were cited, “There 
is, therefore, now no condemnation to them which 
are in Christ Jesus. Psalm 103:12, “As far as 
the east is from the west, so far hath He removed 
our transgressions from us.” Jeremiah 31:34, “For 
I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember 
their sin no more.” While all of these transparently 
beautiful passages concerning our God’s complete 
forgiveness, there is no clear statement in any one 
of them, or anywhere else we know of, that says 
anyone shall escape the final judgment. 


Principle of Interpretation 


A long standing rule of Scriptural interpretation 
is that Scripture must be compared with scripture, 
and that normally, the clearer, plainer passages take 
precedence, or rather clarify, those more doubtful. 
This has nothing to do with degrees of inspiration, 
but rather seeks to furnish clearer illumination. 
The plain passage, in other words, explains the 
more obscure one. 


Explicit Statements 


There are explicit statements in Scripture re- 
garding Christians appearing before the Judgment 
Seat, plus what will happen on that great day. 

Paul in writing to the Christians at Rome, said, 
in 14:12, “So then everyone of us shall give an 
account of himself before God.” Again in writing 
to the Corinthian Christians he is even more ex- 
plicit, II Corinthians 5:10, “For we must all ap- 
pear before the judgment seat of Christ: that 
everyone may receive the things done in his body 
according to that he hath done, whether it be good 
or bad.” John in writing to the Seven Churches 
is also very clear not only about who is going to 
be there, but what is going to happen. Listen to 
what he says, Revelation 20:11, 12, “And I saw 
a great white throne and Him that sat on it, and 
I saw the dead small and great stand before God,— 
and the dead were judged out of those things 
which were written in the books, according to 
their works.” In Matthew 25:32 our Lord de- 


clared, “And before Him shall be gathered all 
nations.” 


Three Judgments 


In order to seek for clarity, there are at least 
three judgments mentioned in the New Testament 
and these must not be confused. The first is when 
we judge ourselves, or, are chastened in this life. 
I Corinthians 11:31, 32, “For if we would judge 
ourselves we should not be judged. But when we 
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are judged, we are chastened of the Lord, that 
we should not be condemned with the world.” 
The second is the Judgment of Sin and Satan 
at the cross, referred to by our Lord Himself in 
John 12:31, “Now is the judgment of this world 
and now shall the prince of this world be cast out.” 
The third is the final one before the White Throne. 


Essential Facts 


(1) Every member of the human race from the 
beginning of creation down to the end of time 
will be present on that august occasion. Such 
phrases as “all nations”, “everyone of us”, “we”, 
“the dead small and great’, leave little room for 
any omissions, since, by and large, Christian people 
were being instructed by the several writers. With 
even a partial use of our imagination we can 
visualize that among the countless billions present 
there will be the soldier, the statesman, the king, 
the peasant, the rich, the poor, the ignorant, the 
educated, the vicious, the kind, the murderer, the 
murdered, the sinner and the saint. One can easily 
see in this vast throng of “‘all nations”, the whites, 
the blacks, the browns, the yellows, the reds, etc. 
Nobody will be omitted. No one will be excused. 


(2) Salvation is not decided on Judgment Day, 
but rather declared. As the Shorter Catchism so 
clearly puts it, “At the resurrection, believers, being 
raised up in glory, shall be openly acknowledged 
and acquitted in the day of judgment and made 
perfectly blessed in the full enjoying of God to all 
eternity.” The great Judge on that day will not 
decide between, but rather separate believers from 
non-believers, Matthew 25:33, “And He shall set 
the sheep on His right hand, but the goats on the 
left.” 

We may add, that, rather salvation is settled 
once and for all during the little prelude called 
our earthly pilgrimage, “Behold now is the ac- 
cepted time, behold now is the day of salvation”, 
II Cor. 6:2. ““Today, if ye will hear His voice, 
harden not your hearts as in the day of provo- 
cation”, Heb. 3:15. 


(3) Judgment is rendered not at all on the 
basis of faith, but solely according to works. Hav- 
ing lived the “good life”, the fruit of a redeemed 
soul, through the operation of the Holy Spirit, 
the “end products”, or “fruit”, so to speak, will 
form the sure criteria for accountability and re- 
ward. Matthew 25 is “truly the symbolism for a 
life lived to the full of the “fruits of righteous- 
ness which are by Jesus Christ.” In this Matthew 
passage, visiting the sick, feeding the hungry, cloth- 
ing the naked, going to those in prison is not 
simply a picture of humanitarianism, for which 
some non-Christians might easly qualify. It is 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 




















rather the larger Christian life, doing this, but, 
in addition, sharing the gospel with the blinded, 
darkened, hungry, naked, imprisoned and totally 
destitute peoples of the world. If not this, then 
why the Great Commission at all? The last all- 
embracing, compelling command of our Lord to 
His disciples would be of no consequence, whatso- 
ever. 

(4) Judgment Day will be a time of awards 
and rewards. The unrepentable wicked will, as 
ye know, hear the unspeakably awful words in 
Matthew 25:41, “Depart from me ye cursed, into 
everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his 
angels.” While neither overemphasizing, nor mini- 
mizing,—for Scripture does not, we must remember 
that such people retain their bitter spirit of re- 
bellion against mercy and light apparently to the 
very end. There is no place else for them to go. 


Larger Opportunities 


The faithful servant, on the other hand, as in 
the parable of the Pounds, will be made ruler 
over “ten cities.” “Well done good and faithful 
servant,” will resound like antiphonal music in 
the ears of thousands of true and devoted servants 
of God. “Inherit the Kingdom prepared for you 
from the foundation of the world” — if a surprise to 
any at all, will surely bring a thrill of joy that 
no mind can now possibly imagine. All of these 
precious and choice endowments will come directly 
from the hand of Jesus, our Lord. Listen to His 
gracious thrilling words as the curtain of Scripture 
is about to fall for the last time in Revelation 
22:12 “And, behold, I come quickly; and my re- 
ward is with me, to give every man according 


as his work shall be.” 
Cenclusion 


This article is not a sermon or a moral essay. 
Nevertheless, every Christian teacher or minister 
can quote scores of vitally challenging passages that 
directly relate the Judgment to our every day 
living for our Lord. A few will suffice, Luke 
21:34 sounds a warning, “And take heed to your- 
selves lest at any time your hearts be overcharged 
with surfeiting and drunkenness, and cares of 
this life, and so that day come upon you unawares”. 

fatthew 24:45-47, “Therefore be ye also ready, 
ior in such an hour as ye think not the Son of 
man cometh. Who then is a faithful and wise 
servant, whom his Lord hath made ruler over his 
household, to give them meat in due season? Blessed 
is that servant whom his Lord, when He cometh, 
shall find so doing. Verily I say unto you, that 
He shall make him ruler over all his goods”. Again, 
Matthew 25:21 says concerning the five talented 
man, “Well done, thou good and faithful servant; 
thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will 


make thee ruler over many things, enter thou into 
the joy of thy Lord”. 
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Union The Wrong Way 


Men bewail the divisions of the Church of Christ, 
and propose that we shall stop thinking, so that 
we may no longer think differently. This is the 
true account to give of many of the phases of 
the modern movement for “Church Union.” Men 
are tired of thinking. They are tired of defending 
the truth. Let us all stop thinking, stop believing, 
they cry, and what a happy family we shall be! 

—B. B. Warfield 





Allegiance 


Christ gave Himself for us; and His supreme 
gift of Himself for us demands the absolute 
surrender of ourselves to Him. The blood which 
He shed on Calvary is the price by which we 
have been bought; and we cannot be other than 
the property of our purchaser. His rights over 
us are also founded on the gift made by the 
Father to the Son, before all worlds, of those 
who, in the process of time, should come to Him. 

—F. B. Meyer 
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| for the use and benefit of said company.” 
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June Bible Study for 
Circle Bible Leaders on 
I Peter 


By the Rev. Albert H. Freundt, Jr. 
Forest, Mississippi 


This is an outline of as much of the First 
Epistle of Peter as has already been completed 
in our study: 


I. Introduction. 1:1,2. 

II. Membership in God’s Family. 1:3-2:10. 
A. The Christian Inheritance. 1:3-12. 
B. Holiness. 1:13-21. 


C. Christian Progress and _ Brotherly 
Love. 1:22-2:3. 


D. The Spiritual House. 2:4-10. 


This month, again studying 2:4-10, we shall 
examine it to discover Christians as the special 
people of God. The text is capable of dual 
treatment. Last month we saw the members 
of God’s family as being built up into a spiritual 
house, or temple. This month we shall view 


them as constituting a spiritual people, or priest- 
hood. 


E. THE SPIRITUAL PEOPLE. 
2:4-10. (Study in your Bible.) 


There appear to be at least three important 
points in the text which should be emphasized 
if we are to study the Church as the spiritual 
people of God. Our exposition shall largely, 
but not exclusively, be confined to verses 9 
and 10 where these emphases are located. 


1. Christians Have Obtained the Mercy of 
God. 


The benefits of the Christian life and gospel 
are not natural rights belonging universally to 
the whole human race. The Christian privileges 
are bestowed upon the people of God’s own 
selection. Christians, however, should neither 
think they are better than other people nor 
that by special attainments they have obtained 
what really belongs to every individual. Chris- 
tians, though unique, differ from others only 
by virtue of the mercy of God. They are, in a 
way not shared by all mankind, recipients of 
the gracious mercy of God. Their unique po- 
sition is more clearly seen when it is set in 
contrast to their former alienation from God 
and its consequent state of spiritual darkness. 
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a. Once they were not God’s people. “In 
time past were not a people, but are now the 
people of God” (v. 10). There was once a time 
during which the individuals and families that 
made up the Church at its inception were not 
members of the community. of God. Prior to 
their union with the holy society of God, they 
were strangers to God’s ways and promises. The 
same is true of all those who today come into 
the Church from the outside. Once they were 
aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and 
strangers from the covenants of promise, hav- 
ing no hope, and without God in the world,” 
but “by the blood of Christ” they “who some- 
times were far off are made nigh” (Eph. 2:1, 
13). 


Viewed as apart from God the human race 
is a disorganized band of rebels instead of a 
united mass. Outside of Christ, we are not 
properly ‘a people.” ‘Men in their natural 
state are incapable of the highest form of so- 
cial relation, that of being members of the 
holy commonwealth, subjects of the heavenly 
kingdom” (Brown, Discourses, p. 250). 


b. Once they were in darkness. “Who hath 
called you out of darkness into his marvelous 
light” (v. 9). Men, as they are, live in the 
awareness of responsibilities towards God the 
Creator. But they exist in ignorance of God’s 
requirements and redemption unless they have 
the Word of God. They are in darkness until 
they respond to the gospel. Ignorance, error, 
and mis*y are descriptive of the state of dark- 
ness of depraved men. “They know not, neither 
will they understand” (Ps. 82:5), and they com- 
mit “the unfruitful works of darkness” (Eph. 
5:11). Darkness is the normal state of lost 
mankind and the former condition of all who 
have become Christians. 


But the people of God have had the light of 
God shine with blessing into their minds and 
heart. “A soul that hath some of his light, God’s 
peculiar light, communicated to it, sees Jesus 
Christ, and loves and delights in him, and walks 
with him. A little of this light is worth a great 
deal, yea, more worth than all that other com- 
mon speculative and discoursing knowledge, 
that the greatest doctors can attain unto. It is 
of a more excellent kind and original; it is from 
heaven, and you know that one beam of the 
sun is worth more than the light of ten thou- 
sand torches together; it is a pure undecaying 
heavenly light Let us not therefore think 
it incredible, that a poor unlettered Christian 
may know more of God in the best kind of 
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knowledge, than any, the wisest and most 
learned, natural men can do; for the one knows 
God only by man’s light, the other knows him 
by his own light, and that is the only right 
knowledge. As the sun cannot be seen but by its 
own light, so neither can God be savingly 
known, but by his own revealing” (Leighton, 
Practical Commentary on 1 Peter, London, 1855, 
pp. 266, 267). 

c. But they have become the objects of God’s 
mercy. “But are now the people of God: which 
had not obtained mercy, but now have obtained 
mercy” (v. 10). Unlike those who rejected 
Christ, God’s people believed on him and ex- 
perienced the abundant mercy of God as well 
as his marvelous light. Before, they were not 
recipients of God’s mercy, of his saving favor 
and his gracious pleasure. But now, they are 
justified by faith and enjoy peace with God, 
“by whom also we have access by faith in this 
grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope 
of the glory of God” (Rom. 5:1,2), and surely 
goodness and mercy shall follow them all their 
days (Ps. 23:6). The Christian’s life and happi- 
ness are the consequences of mercy and one 
long continuing experience of mercy. This sav- 
ing mercy is everlastingly superior to the mercy 
of God which sustains all men generally in 
this life. 


%Z. Christians Are Privileged To Be the People 
of God. 


Reception of God’s mercy, faith in his Son, 
and vital union with him, wipe out our enmity 
and alienation from God. How great is the 
change in condition! Once we were without 
hope and without God; now we are his own 
people, to enjoy his grace and to receive his 
salvation. Some idea of the Christian privileges 
may be gained from a review of the believers’ 
titles in this passage. 

a. Christians are an Elect Race. “But ye 
are a chosen generation” (v. 9). The idea be- 
hind this title is that the people of God are all 
related as the descendants of one father; they 
are a generation, a race, or a family. Sometimes 
they are spoken of as the race or family of 
Abraham or Israel, sometimes the children of 
God. “Because he loved thy fathers, therefore 
he chose their seed after them, and brought thee 
out in his sight with his mighty power out of 
Egypt. For thou art an holy people unto the 
Lord thy God: the Lord thy God hath chosen 
thee to be a special people unto himself, above 
all people that are upon the face of the earth” 
(Deut. 4:37; 7:6). 

All of the designations of the New Testa- 
ment people of God in this passage by Peter are 
derived from the Old Testament titles of his 
people. In the case of this one, “the chosen 
generation,” the meaning is that as God chose 
Abraham and his descendants to be his elect 
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race, so in the new era Christians constitute the 
select family. But, of course, their race is spirit- 
ual rather than physical only. 


Peter’s words in verses 9, 10 should be com- 
pared with God’s in Exodus 19:5,6: “Now there- 
fore if ye will obey my voice indeed, and keep 
my covenant, then ye shall be a peculiar treasure 
unto me above all people: for all the earth is 
mine: And ye shall be unto me a kingdom of 
priests and an holy nation.” It is obvious that 
with an almost verbatim quotation of the Mosaic 
passage, Peter is declaring that Christians are 
now the unique people of God — a distinction 
that was once applicable to the Jewish race. 


Paul would lead us to believe that Christians 
have their place with the spiritual Jews in the 
elect race of God: “So then they which are of 
faith are blessed with faithful Abraham 
And if ye be Christ’s, then are ye Abraham’s 
seed and heirs according to the promise” (Gal. 
3:9,29). Christ told the unbelieving Jews that 
there would be a time when the kingdom would 
be taken from them and given to another “na- 
tion” (Matt. 21:43). When Peter applies such 
Old Testament designations as “chosen genera- 
tion” and “holy nation” to the Christians, we 
must conclude that the Jews were replaced by 
the Church as the special and representative 
people of God in the world. 


b. Christians are a Kingdom of Priests. “Ye 
are a roval priesthood” (v. 9). Already in verse 
5, Peter had called his readers “an holy priest- 
hood.” Here they are represented as a royal 
priesthood. In both places he echoes Ex. 19:6: 
“Ye shall be to me a kingdom of priests”. In 
Revelation, John also spoke of Christians as “a 
kingdom, to be priests” (A.S.V., 1:6). 


Jesus is the only High Priest that the New 
Testament recognizes, and when a priesthood is 
spoken of it is always applied to the entire 
Christian community rather than to the clergy. 
As priests, all Christians are “solemnly consecrat- 
ed to, and habitually engaged in, the divine 
service.” John Brown quotes Neander to throw 
light on this conception: “When the apostles 
applied the Old Testament idea of priesthood 
to Christianity, this was done invariably for the 
simple purpose of showing that no such visible 
particular priesthood could find place in the 
new community; that, since free access to God 
and to heaven had been once for all opened 
to believers by one High Priest, even Christ, 
they had, by virtue of their union to Him, be- 
come themselves a spiritual priesthood conse- 
crated to God; their calling being none other 
than to dedicate their entire life to God as a 
thank-offering for the grace of redemption .. . 
to make their life one continual priesthood, one 
spiritual worship, springing from earth, working 
by love, one continuous testimony for their Sav- 
iour” (Discourses, p. 275). 
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The regal aspect of the Church as a priesthood 
is brought out by Archbishop Leighton: “There 
is no doubt that this Kingly Priesthood is the 
common dignity of all believers: this honour 
have all the saints. They are kings, have victory 
and dominion given them over the powers of 
darkness and the lusts of their own hearts, that 
held them captive, and domineered over them 


before . . . Now this is the benefit of receiving 
the kingdom of Christ into man’s heart, that it 
makes him a king himself . . . There is not any 


kind of spirit in the world, so noble as that 
spirit that is in a Christian, the very Spirit of 
Jesus Christ, that great King, the Spirit of Glory, 
as our Apostle calls it below, ch. iv. This is a 
sure way to ennoble the basest and poorest among 
us. This rovalty takes away all attainers, and 
leaves nothing of all that is passed to be laid 
to our charge, or to dishonour us” (op. cit., pp. 
259, 260). 


c. Christians are a Holy Nation. “Ye are... 
an holy nation” (v. 9). God calls Christians, 
as he did the Israelites, to represent him in the 
world as a holy people. “Be ye holy, for I am 
holy” (Lev. 19:2). When we studied 1:15,16, 
we realized the necessity of separation from sin 
and consecration to the holy will of God. This 
is actually the purpose of our being called as 
individuals out of the midst of an unclean 
world: that we might make up a holy people 
of God. If the rest of the world is given to 
idolatry or immorality, not so the holy society 
being gathered together by God. The distinc- 
tion that should mark the Church is its holi- 
ness. 


Christians are “a people entirely devoted or 
sacred: their faculties, their property, their time, 
their opportunities, their bodies, their spirits, 
are all HIS, and they cannot devote them to 
purposes different from His without being guil- 
ty of desecration and sacrilege . . . Every day is, 
or ought to be, a Sabbath-day; every meal a 
sacrament; for whether they eat or drink, or 
whatsoever they do, they should do all to the 
glory of God” (Brown, Discourses, pp. 301,302) . 


d. Christians are a people of God’s Own Pos- 
session. “Ye are... a peculiar people” (v. 9). 
The word Peter uses does not mean peculiar in 
the sense of odd or strange. Its meaning is that 
Christians are the private and personal posses- 
sion of God. They are his purchased property. 
They are the objects of his special regard. 


God had told the Jews: “If ye will obey my 
voice indeed and keep my covenant, then ye 
shall be a peculiar treasure unto me above all 
people”, (Ex. 19:5). “The Lord hath chosen 
thee to be a special people unto himself” (Deut. 
7:6). “The Lord hath chosen thee to be a pe- 
culiar people unto himself” (Deut. 14:2). “The 
Lord hath avouched thee this day to be his pe- 
culiar people” (Deut. 26:18). The idea of 
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God’s personal ownership of his people is carried 
over into New Testament times. God owns his 
people for he has redeemed them unto himself 
from sin. Our Saviour Jesus Christ “gave him- 
self for us, that he might redeem us from all 
iniquity, and purify unto himself a_ peculiar 
people, zealous of good works” (Vit. 2:15). 


3. Christians Are Obligated To Serve God. 


The responsibilities grow out of their high 
position and great privileges. They have been 
redeemed by God, now they must serve him. 
They are his people, let them bring honor to 
their Owner. They must play a priestly role and 
act the part of a holy nation. 


a. They must “offer ub spiritual sacrifices, 
acceptable to God by Jesus Christ.” V. 5. In 
the Old Testament there was a special order 
of priests. They offered sacrifices to God in 
the temple. The blood of animals was shed 
upon the altars. The whole of the New Testa- 
ment people are a spiritual priesthood, but 
their sacrifices are spiritual, “since the one all- 
sufficient sacrifice for sin has been offered once 
for all . . . and consist in the consecrated lives 
and jubilant praises of those who have been 
raised from the dust to offer up spiritual sacri- 
fices” (Meyer, Tried By Fire, p. 72). 


Since Christ is the only real Priest, Christians 
are priests only in a spiritual sense; so are their 
sacrifices. They offer as spiritual sacrifices 
prayers: “Let my praver be set forth before thee 
as incense; and the lifting up of my hands as 
the evening sacrifice” (Ps. 141:2; cf. Rev. 5:8). 
They also offer the sacrifice of praise: “Offer 
unto God thanksgiving . . . whoso offereth praise 
glorifieth me” (Ps. 50:14,23). “Let us offer 
the sacrifice of praise to God continually” (Heb. 
13:15). Other offerings that are acceptable to 
God are holiness and consecration: “Offer the 
sacrifices of righteousness” (Ps. 4:5). “I beseech 
you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God 
that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, 
holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reason- 
able service” (Rom. 12:1; cf. Heb. 13:16). 


“Even under the law, he who had not a 
lamb was welcome with his pigeon; and under 
the better economy, none need forbear sacrifices 
for poverty. What God desires is the heart, and 
there is none so poor but he has a heart to give 
him” (Brown, op. cit., p. 278). 


b. They must “shew forth” the praises of 
God. V. 9. Christians ought to live and act in 
such a manner that the “praises” or excellencies 
of God be made manifest. They should be a 
living demonstration of the goodness and mercy 
of God and a proof of his grace and salvation. 
“Men hear that there is a God who is infinitely 
holy, but they can neither see him nor his holi- 
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ness; but when they perceive some lineaments 
of it in the faces of his children which are in 
none others, this may convince them that its 
perfection, which must be somewhere, can be 
nowhere else but in their heavenly Father’ 
(ibid., p. 320). “Herein is my Father glorified,” 
said Christ, “that ye bring forth much fruit” 
(John 15:8). We passively show forth the vir- 
tues of God when we become truly Christian in 
thought, word, and deed. We are actively en- 
gaged in showing forth the praises of God when 
we witness boldly through word of mouth. 


How are Christians the people of God in a 
sense that others are not? Did God elect Chris- 
tians because he loved them, or love them be- 
cause he chose them? Are Christians better 
than others? If not, why did God choose them 
to be his people? Even though I may not be a 
minister of the gospel, how may I be a good 
priest in the New Testament sense? What does 
it mean that we are a kingdom of priests? Do 
my sacrifices obtain forgiveness for my sins? Do 
1 offer up spiritual sacrifices daily? How have 
I within the last week shown forth the “praises” 
of God? 











LESSON FOR MAY 24 





By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


The Kingdom Divided 


Background Scripture: I Kings 11:9-12:33 


Devotional Reading: Psalm 36 


Strange women — heathen women — and strange gods — 


heathen gods — these were the snares in 


which King Solomon was caught, and brought him from the height of glory to the depth of shame. 
In 11:1 we read: “But King Solomon loved many strange women, together with the daughter of 
Pharaoh, women of the Moabites, Ammonites, Edomites, Zidonians, and Hittites. And he had seven 
hundred wives, princesses, and three hundred concubines: and his wives turned away his heart. Then 


did Solomon build an high place for Chemosh, 
the abomination of Moab, in the hill that is 
before Jerusalem, and for Molech, the abomina- 
tion of the children of Ammon. And likewise 
did he for all his strange wives, which burnt 
incense and sacrificed unto their gods”. 


In Psalm 36, our Devotional Reading, we have 
in verse 3 these words which may be applied 
to Solomon: “he hath left off to be wise, and 
to do good”. How could a wise man like Sol- 
omon even consider for a moment the idea of 
leaving the True God of Israel for any of these 
heathen gods? How could a man who could 
make a prayer like the one he made at the 
dedication of the temple even think of praying 
to some image? To any thinking man idolatry 
is folly, to say the least, as Isaiah points out. 
How could the wisest man in the world com- 
mit such folly? He certainly “left off to be 
wise”. Then God had appeared to him twice 
and warned him about this very thing. God 
had blessed him as he had blessed no other one. 
It is hard for us to see how a man with Sol- 
omon’s wisdom could embrace the idolatry of 
these heathen nations. Could he not see that 
an idol is nothing at all? 
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Then, we cannot see how such a wise man 
could make such a mess out of his home life. 
God had commanded that their future king 
should not multiply wives unto himself. (see 
Deuteronomy 17:17) “Neither shall he multi- 
ply wives to himself, that his heart turn not 
away”. (Moses as a prophet must have had 
Solomon in mind, it would seem). David had 
a plurality of wives and his home was a sad evil 
one. Solomon did not really have a home; he 
had a harem. What a wonderfully wise man 
Solomon could have been if he had married 
some pious Hebrew maiden and set up a real 
home! In the book of Proverbs we see many 
indications of his seeing his sad mistake for 
the Book of Proverbs has much to say about 
“strange women”. 


I have spent some time on these verses for 
two reasons: (1) I did not have space in last 
Sunday's lesson to say much and (2) because 
we need to realize the depth of Solomon’s sin 
and the reason for God’s righteous anger to- 
ward him. Solomon’s sins were not the sins 
of an ignorant man, but of the wisest man in 
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the world. They were the sins of a man who 
had received wisdom and riches and honor. To 
desert the God who had so wonderfully blessed 
him was a heinous sin, and he richly deserved 
the judgment of God. 


I. Solomon’s Adversaries: 11:9-40. Z 


“And the Lord was angry with Solomon” and 
He had every reason to be. He tells him plainly 
that He will rend the kingdom and will give 
only one tribe to his son for the sake of David. 
This rending of the kingdom was not to take 
place during his lifetime, because of David, 
also. God blesses us sometimes because of our 
fathers and mothers. 


The first one of these enemies is Hadad the 
Edomite: and he was of the king’s seed in 
Edom. When Joab slew the Edomites in David's 
reign Hadad fled into Egypt, he being but a 
little child. He found great favor in the sight 
of Pharaoh and married the sister of the queen. 
When Hadad heard that David was dead he 
asked leave of Pharaoh to go back to his own 
country. 


Another adversary was Rezon who gathered 
a band of men and went to Damascus and he 
was an enemy of Israel all the days of Solomon. 


The chief adversary, and the one who was 
to be the first king of the Northern Kingdom, 
was Jeroboam the son of Nebat. He was a 
mighty man of valor and Solomon, seeing that 
he was industrious, made him ruler of the 
whole house of Joseph. When Jeroboam went 
out of Jerusalem the prophet Ahijah found 
him and caught the new garment that was on 
him, and rending it into twelve pieces gave ten 
of them to Jeroboam telling him that God was 
going to give him ten tribes because they had 
forsaken Him and worshipped all the heathen 
gods and goddesses of the surrounding nations. 
He would not do it during Solomon’s lifetime 
but when his son came on the throne. He 
would give to Solomon’s son one tribe. (Ben- 
jamin was a small tribe and often counted in 
with Judah. They went together so in reality 
there were two tribes) . 


Then the prophet promises Jeroboam that if 
he will walk in God’s ways and keep His com- 
mandments that God will build him a sure 
house. He here gives Jeroboam opportunity 
but Jeroboam went into sin and caused Israel 
to sin as we see later on. 


Solomon, evidently found out something about 
this, and sought to kill Jeroboam who fled into 
Egypt a favorite refuge for enemies of Israel. 


II. Ten Tribes Revolt: 11:41-12:24 


When Solomon died Rehoboam his son went 
to Shechem to be made king. Before making 
him king, however, the people had a request 
to make of him. They called Jeroboam out 
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of Egypt to be their spokesman. They said to 
Rehoboam: Thy father made our yoke grievous; 
now therefore make thou the grievous service 
of thy father, and his heavy yoke which he put 
upon us, lighter, and we will serve thee. The 
glory of Solomon’s reign, the luxury and splen- 
dor of his court, and his great building pro- 
grams had been very expensive and taxes had 
been high. A time of prosperity does not al- 
ways mean prosperity for everybody, and the 
burden of Solomon’s expensive court was felt 
by all the common people. Rehoboam put them 
off for three davs while he sought advice. 


First, he consulted the old men who had 
grown up with his father, and they told him 
if he would be a servant unto the people and 
speak good words to them, then they would be 
his servants forever. This was good advice but 
was not the sort that young Rehoboam wanted. 
Do we not sometimes ask for advice and because 
it does not fit in with our way of thinking, we 
turn it down? Do we not sometimes go to God 
in prayer and ask His guidance but already 
fixed in mind as to what we will do? Reho- 
boam evidently wanted the advice which suited 
him. 


So he consulted the younger men who had 
grown up with him. They advised him to 
speak roughly and sternly to the people and say, 
My little finger shall be thicker than my father’s 
loins, whereas my father did lade you with a 
heavy yoke, I will add to your yoke: my father 
hath chastised you with whips, but I will chastise 
you with scorpions. This advice suited young 
Rehoboam, who seemed to be as foolish as 
his father was wise. So he answered the people 
roughly according to the advice of the younger 
men. 


The result as we know was the revolt of the 
ten tribes under the leadership of Jeroboam. 
This followed the old line of division between 
the North and South somewhat like our “Mason 
and Dixon Line’ in this country. David had 
reigned over Judah seven years before he was 
accepted by all Israel and there was civil war 
between the two sections until finally the North- 
ern tribes gave in and accepted David as their 
king. There still remained some feeling be- 
tween the North and South and while David 
and Solomon had been able to unite the two, 
it did not take too much to renew the old 
animosity. We see this feeling expressing itself 
in the answer they gave: What portion have 
we in David? neither have we inheritance in 
the son of Jesse: to your tents, O Israel: now 
see to thine own house, David. So Israel re- 
belled against the house of David unto this 
day. When Rehoboam sent Adoram, who was 
over the tribute, Israel stoned him with stones 
and he died. Rehoboam assembled an army of 
180,000 men to fight and bring them back, but 
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the word of the Lord came unto Shemaiah the 
man of God, saying, speak unto Rehoboam .. . 
Thus saith the Lord, ye shall not go up, nor 
fight against your brethren return every 
man to his house; for this thing is from me. 
They hearkened therefore to the word of the 
Lord, and returned. Thus the folly of Reho- 
boam divided the land into two sections weaken- 
ing it and causing its earlier collapse. 


Ill. Jeroboam’s Sin: 12:25-33 


God had told Jeroboam that if he would 
follow Him and keep His commandments that 
He would build him a sure house, but Jero- 
boam almost immediately did something which 
caused Israel to sin. In the Northern kingdom 
there was no “sure house” but dynasty followed 
dynasty until they perished. In the South, while 
there were bad kings, the line of David con- 
tinued until they, too, were carried into captivity. 


The mistake and sin of Jeroboam was in 
making two calves of gold, placing one in Bethel 


and the other in Dan and saying to the people, 
it is too much for you to go up to Jerusalem: 
Behold thy gods, O Israel, which brought thee 
up out of the land of Egypt, and this thing 
became a sin: for the people went to worship 
before the one, even unto Dan. Jeroboam in 
his fear that if the people went to Jerusalem 
to worship they would return to their old 
allegiance, led him to make these calves. He 
thus led his people into sin, and became known 
as the one who caused Israel to sin. His sin was 
breaking the Second Commandment but it led 
later into out and out idolatry. Let us beware 
of making any image of God. It is only a step 
from this to outright idolatry. Jeroboam made 
an house of high places and ordained priests 
from among the people and in other ways 
instituted worship at Bethel. 
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YOUTH PROGRAM FOR MAY 24 


By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


What Do They Mean To Us? 


Scripture: Matthew 7:24-29 

Suggested Hymns: 
“My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less” 
“What a Friend We Have in Jesus” 
“How Precious Is the Book Divine” 


Instructions to Program Leader: 


(Divide the voune people into small groups 
and assign the parables listed below to be drama- 
tized. Let the small groups go apart by them- 
selves for a few minutes to plan their drama- 
tizations. When thev are ready, let the whole 
group reassemble. Each small group will act 
out its parable without telling the name. After 
the parable has been identified by the audience, 
let a member of the group read the Scripture 
passage from which it was taken. Then ask the 
questions for that particular parable, allowing 
time for answers, discussions, and additional 
questions from the audience. You will notice 
that some of the parables require more “actors” 
than others. You will have to determine which 
ones to use according to the size of your youth 
organization. The number in the small groups 
will be determined by the parable assigned to 
them.) 


THE PEARL OF GREAT PRICE— Matthew 
13:45-46 (one character) 
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What is the most valuable possession we can 
have? (Matthew 6:33) How do we get it? How 
much does it cost? (Matthew 16:24) 


THE UNMERCIFUL SERVANT—Matthew 
18:23-35 (three characters) 

Is God’s forgiveness based on what we de- 
serve? (Romans 5:6,8 and Psalm _ 103:10-12) 
How can we show our gratitude for God’s for- 
giveness in our dealings with others? 

THE TWO SONS —Matthew 21:28-32 (three 
characters) 

What are some of the promises we make to 


God and do not keep? Was either of these boys 
an ideal son? Why? 


THE TEN VIRGINS—Matthew 25:1-13 
(eleven characters) 


How can we keep supplied with spiritual fuel 
so that we shall always be prepared to give an 
account to the Lord? 


THE TALENTS—Matthew 25:14-30 (four 
characters) 

Name some of the “talents” God gives to 
young people today? What happens to “tal- 
ents” which are not properly used? 

THE GOOD SAMARITAN—Luke 10:30-37 
(five characters or more) 


PAGE 15 








Why does it take courage to befriend someone 
who is unattractive or unpopular? 

What are some modern situations in which 
we can show kindness to those who are antago- 
nistic or unlovely? 

THE PRODIGAL—Luke 15:11-32 (four or 
more characters) 


What is God’s attitude toward sinners who 
repent? Are we “faithful” Christians somehow 
like the elder brother when we are tempted 
to resent “outsiders” in our church? Why? 


THE PHARISEE AND THE PUBLICAN— 
Luke 18:9-14 (two characters) 


In what ways are Christian young people 
likely to become “self-righteous” like the Phari- 
sees? 


What are some of the external things about 
“religion” which we are tempted to let take the 
place of basic spirituality? 


(Use Psalm 19:14 as a closing prayer.) 
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ALABAMA 


Greensboro — The Presbytery of Tuscaloosa, 
comprised of twenty-six ministers and thirty-four 
ruling elders representing a majority of the fifty 
constituent churches, met in the First Presbyterian 
Church, Selma, today (Tuesday, April 21). There 
were eight additional ruling elders, two visiting 
ministers and several ladies in attendance. 


The meeting was constituted with prayer by 
the Moderator, the Rev. Dale McCord, and words 
of welcome were spoken by Mr. C. H. Morris. 
Ruling Elder, Burt Vardeman of the Covenant 
church, Tuscaloosa, was elected Moderator by ac- 
clamation. 


Twelve items of communication were read by 
the Stated Clerk and disposed of, among them be- 
ing certificates dismissing to our Presbytery Dr. 
Beardshaw from Athens Presbytery, and candidate 
William H. Taylor from Suwannee Presbytery. 


The Rev. Newton P. Cox, Jr. was granted a re- 
quest for the dissolution of the pastoral relations 
between himself and the First church, Marion, and 
dismissed to Meridian Presbytery, effective June 
1, 1959. Regrets at his leaving, with expressions 
of appreciation for his services to and within our 
Presbytery, were made in behalf of Presbytery. 


Dr. W. S. Beardshaw was received as a member 
of Presbytery after examination His call to the 
First church, Marion Junction, and the First 
church, Faunsdale, was found in order, and placed 
in his hands. The following Commission wes ap- 
pointed to install him at 7:30 P.M. Thursday, May 
7, at Faunsdale: To preside and charge the con- 
gregation, the Rev. O. C. Landrum; to preach the 
sermon, the Rev. W. W. Preston; to charge the 
pastor, ruling elder, Frank Cothran, Jr., with rul- 
ing elder, Walker McKee as alternate ruling elder. 


An address on Columbia Theological Seminary 
and its Financial Campaign for Funds for develop- 
ment was delivered by the Rev. Sidney Anderson. 
Prior to lunch the Lord’s Supper was observed, 
with the Rev. Chilton F. Thorington and the Rev. 
F. E. Bagby presiding, assisted by ruling elders: 
Theodore Wade, William Arbuthnot, Stillman Bell, 
and Charles D. Bagby. 


The following committee chairman submitted 
reports: The Rev. Newton P. Cox, Jr. — Christian 
Education; Dr. C. E. Allen on the Division of High- 
er Education, with the following sub-committee 
reports: Campus Christian Life, the Rev. Ed Payne 


PAGE 16 


Miller, Jr.; Educational Institutions, Dr. Ralph 
Lyon; Ministerial Education, the Rev. J. Will Or- 
mond. The Rev. J. Holmes Smith presented the 
report of the Committee on Religious Education, 
with the following sub-committee reports: Men’s 
Work, the Rev. J. Will Ormond; Youth Work, the 
Rev. W. W. Preston; Children’s Work, the Rev. L. 
Allen Holley; Leadership Education, the Rev. Mi- 
nor E. Powers; Christian Action, the Rev. Newton 
P. Cox, Jr. 


Synod’s Secretary of Evangelism, Mack Free- 
man, Jr., briefly presented the cause of Synod’s 
Evangelism program. 


The Rev. M. E. Gregg presented the Report of 
the Committee on Stewardship. Dr. Simril F. Bry- 
ant presented the report of the Committee on 
Home Missions. At the Committee’s request Pres- 
bytery ratified the action of the Committee in 
signing a note for $5,000.00 to enable the Cedar 
Grove and Gainesville congregation to purchase 
a Manse. 


Presbytery granted the Rev. O. C. Landrum’s 
request for the extension of Evangelistic Powers 
for an additional year. 


The Report of the Committee on Bills and Over- 
tures was presented by the Rev. Chilton F. Thor- 
ington. An overture from the Session of the First 
Presbyterian Church, Centerville, requesting Pres- 
bytery to overture the General Assembly to with- 
draw our church from the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in America, was answered in 
the affirmative, with Mr. Thorington registering a 
negative vote. 


An overture from the Session of the First Pres- 
byterian Church, Linden, contained two resolutions: 
That Presbytery register a protest with the Session 
of the First Presbyterian Church, Auburn, against 
certain integrated youth meetings sponsored by 
that church and the Minister to Students; That 
Presbytery overture the Synod of Alabama to 
“stop the social integration activity” in the youth 
program at Auburn, and prevent such a program 
from being sponsored by other churches or Church 
agencies within the Synod of Alabama. The Com- 
mittee recommended answeriiig the overture from 
Linden in the negative, with the Rev. Julian Sten- 
nis, member of the Committee and Pastor of the 
Linden Church, registering a positive vote. After 
long debate, Presbytery voted to answer the over- 
ture as amended, in the affirmative, by a vote of 
35 for, 19 against. 
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The Rev. J. W. Hickman presented the Report 
of the Nominating Committee. 


The Rev. Minor E. Powers gave this Report of 
the Committee on attendance. 


The Moderator, Burt “‘ardeman, was given a 
rising vote of commendation and appreciation for 


an outstanding job performed under difficult cir- 
cumstances. 


Presbytery adjourned, to meet July 21 at the 
Covenant Presbyterian Church, Tuscaloosa. 
—Oliver N. Hamby, Permanent Clerk 





LOUISIANA 


Winfield—The Presbytery of Red River will hold 
its Spring Meeting in the Vivian Presbyterian 
Church, Vivian, Louisiana May 12, 1959 at 
9:30 A. M. 


At the Winter Meeting of Red River Presbytery 
which met in ist Presbyterian Church Bastrop, 
Louisiana February 10, 1959, we received and ex- 
amined Candidate Herbert B. Barks, Jr., from 
Knoxville Presbytery. He has been installed now 
as Assistant Pastor in the First Presbyterian 
Church, Shreveport, La. 


Also we received from Ruston and Vivian 
Churches overtures relative to withdrawal from the 
National Council of Churches. A special Judicial 
Commission of Presbytery answered these over- 
tures and Presbytery adopted the following report 
of the Judicial Commission. 


1. While we are in sympathy with some of the 
protests made in these petitions, we feel that, 
because of the wide services rendered by the 
National Council of Churches to the Church 
Universal, our denomination should remain a 
part of this Council. 


2. We recommend that the Presbytery take ac- 

tion requesting the Stated Clerk to inform 
the Executive Secretary of the National 
Council of Churches that the Presbytery of 
Red River of the Presbyterian Church in the 
United States does not concur in the action 
of the National Council of Churches in send- 
ing a telegram to President Eisenhower speak- 
ing against two and a half years delay in in- 
tegration in Little Rock’s Central High 
School, and that the Presbytery of Red River 
does not concur in the recommendation of 
the Fifth World Order Study Conference that 
Red China be recognized diplomatically by 
the government of the United States and be 


admitted to membership in the United Na- 
tions. 


Presbytery requested each Session to set up a 
Committee of Evangelism, and to emphasize evan- 
gelism in the Churches. 


Summer Camp Directors were named for con- 


ferences at Camp Alabama from June 1 through 
July 15. 
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Trinity Presbyterian Church of Jonesville, La. 
and John Knox Presbyterian Church of Bossier 
City, La. became self supporting, and were com- 
mended for this action by the Presbytery. 

A doctrinal Sermon was assigned to Rev. Ron 
Wilkins to be preached at the Spring Meeting 
The Doctrine of the Atonement” Dr. W. H. Mc- 
Fadden of ist Church Monroe named Moderator- 
Designate. 


A special committee on Centennial Observance 
was named as followe: 


Dr. H. E. Bradshaw, Chmn., Rev. W. Taylor 
Clarke, Rev. J. Clyde Mohler, and Elder John P. 
Graham. 

Church Extension Committee recommended the 
reception of Athens Presbyterian Church from 
Presbyterian Church, U. S. A. This was done at a 








KING COLLEGE 


Presbyterian . . . Co-educational . . . Founded 1867 
Sound liberal education under vigorous Christian influences. 
Four-year Liberal Arts, Sciences, Business Education. Four Types of Scholarships: 


(1) Competitive, (2) Academic, (3) Grant in Aid, (4) Remunerative Work. One 
hundred forty-five acre campus. Athletics. Dormitories. 


Board, room, and tuition, $947.00. Catalog and illustrated booklet. 
R. T. L. LISTON, PRESIDENT — BOX “J,” BRISTOL, TENN. 


Summer Session. 


Fully accredited. 
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“OUR COMPLETE DEPARTMENT STORES ARE 


HAPPY AND PRIVILEGED TO SERVE YOU IN 
THE FINEST SOUTHERN TRADITION OF 


QUALITY 


SOUTH CAROLINA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Greenville, S. C. 


J. A. Ellison, Mor.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson-Plaza Store 
Greenville, S. C. 
A. M. Smith, Mar.-Prop. 


The Dollar Store 
Greenville, S. C. 


R. P. Crumpler, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk’'s Department Store 
Lancaster, S. C. 


B. L. Plyler, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk's Department Store 
Clinton, S. C. 


D. B. Smith, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Camden, S. C. 


J. A. Hagins, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Darlington, S. C. 
J. H. Lyles, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk’'s Department Store 
Laurens, S. C. 


L. W. Gratz, Mar.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 


Abbeville, S. C. 
J. S. Hagins, Mor.-Prop. 


Belk-Hagins Co. 
Kershaw, S. C. 
C. E. Hinson, Mar.-Prop. 


COURTESY 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Beaufort, S. C. 


L. A. Reeves, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Fountain Inn, S. C. 


E. J. Copeland, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Woodruff, S. C. 


F. B. Hagins, Mor.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Honea Path, S. C. 


T. R. Martin, Moar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Manning, S. C. 


W. M. Gettys, Jr., Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Whitmire, S. C. 


J. T. Holmes, Moar.-Prop. 


NORTH CAROLINA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Hendersonville, N. C. 


R. E. McCormick, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Brevard, N. C. 


1. E. Smith, Mar.-Prop. 


KENTUCKY 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Harlan, Ky. 
Delmar Tolliver, Mar.-Prop. 


HONEST VALUES” 


Belk-Simpson Co. 

Corbin, Ky. 

W. C. Ashley, Mar.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Winchester, Ky. 

T. L. Beckham, Maor.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 

Mt. Sterling, Ky. 
Willoughby Smith, Mar.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Frankfort, Ky. 

Elmo Smith, Mar.-Prop. 


GEORGIA 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Bainbridge, Ga. 

J. N. Long, Mar.-Prop. 

ARKANSAS 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Paragould, Ark. 
W. H. Wade, Mor.-Prop. 


OHIO 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Athens, Ohio 
Joe Kelly, Mar.-Prop. 


MISSOURI 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Carthage, Mo. 
J. A. McCaskill, Maor.-Prop. 


Born With The Old South — Growing With The New 


Listen to Our Program Over WMIT-FM 
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Called Meeting of Red River Presbytery at Athens 
Church March 10, 1959. There was a joint meeting 
to effect this Transfer from the U. P. Church in 
the U. S. A. to the U. S. Church. Red River Pres- 
bytery, U. S. and New Orleans Presbytery, U. P. 
of the U. S. A. met separately and then jointly to 
effect this transfer of this Church and its properties 
to us. This makes the 49th Church in Red River. 


A permanent Clerk was elected to assist the 
Stated Clerk in reducing the preceedings of the 
meeting to Minute form. Rev. Robert G. McGehee 
was elected to this position for a three year term. 
Rev. W. R. Gage was re-elected as Stated Clerk 
of Red River Presbytery for another three year 
term. 


Minutes of Commissioners to install Rev. Lannie 
Parnell at Trinity Church of Shreveport and Rev. 
Finley C. Patton at Winnsboro were admitted to 
record. 


Minutes of the Commission to organize the John 
Calvin Church of Summer Grove in Shreveport, 
Louisiana were admitted to record. 

—W. R. Gage, Stated Clerk 





New Orleans—(PN)—The Women of the Church 
of the Canal Street Presbyterian Church, New 
Orleans, observed their 35th anniversary with a 
special program regarding the Presbyterian Church 
in Brazil, and its centennial. 


The occasion, April 13, also marked the 112th 
anniversary of the Canal Street congregation and 
the first anniversary of the founding of the Men 
of the Church, who also participated in the program. 


Guest speaker at the event was Sylvia Riveiro 
De Carvalho, consul general of Brazil, who showed 
a 40-minute color film depicting the growth of 
Brasilia, new capital city of Brazil. 


Mrs. Mary Cobb is president of the Canal Street 
Women of the Church. 





NORTH CAROLINA 


Davidson — Davidson College, amid cere- 
monial pomp and academic processional, inaugurat- 
ed its thirteenth president April 23. 


Dr. D. Grier Martin was formally inaugurated 
as president of the famed liberal arts college as 
representatives from more than 250 American 
colleges and universities watched the impressive 
ceremony. 


Dr. J. McDowell Richards, president of the 
Davidson College Board of Trustees and president 
of Columbia Theological Seminary, Decatur, Ga., 
officiated. 


Dr. Howard F. Lowry, president of The College 
of Wooster (Ohio), made the main address in 
Chambers Auditorium which was filled with visit- 
ing delegates, special guests, alumni, faculty and 
administration, students, and visitors. 


Dr. Martin, in his inaugural speech, said David- 
son can “best serve by a gee responsible, cre- 
ative, intelligent individuals, who can take their 
places as Christian leaders.” 


“We must produce men of competence and con- 
science,” he added, quoting Dartmouth’s President 
Dickey. 


Dr. Martin outlined a four-point program for 
strengthening even more Davidson’s ability to pro- 
duce men of “competence and conscience.” David- 
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son requires, he said, (1) a faculty well trained 
and dedicated to the goal of producing the whole 
man; (2) students of good character, mental ca- 
pacity, and personality, with a strong desire for 
learning and wisdom; (3) a curriculum that pro- 
vides depth and affords students the opportunity 
to learn not only facts but also relationships, to 
encourage reasoning powers, and to assure that 
each student is proficient in speaking and writing; 
and (4) an environment conducive to learning, to 
the development of Christian character, and the 
ability to live in harmony with others. 


Dr. Martin, the youngest president ever in- 
augurated in Davidson’s 122-year history, gave up 
a successful business career in 1951 to return to 
his alma mater as Treasurer and Business Man- 
ager. 


The Trustees elected Dr. Martin to the presidency 
last May. 


Already, under his administration, new buildings 
that have been built or will be completed in the 
near future, represent an investment of more than 
one and three-quarter million dollars. 


Davidson College has a student body of 900 and 
a faculty of 70. 


The last Davidson inauguration was in 1940 
when Dr. John R. Cunningham succeeded Dr. Wal- 
ter L. Lingle as president. 


The delegates who came to pay their respects to 
Dr. Martin today represented colleges and univer- 
sities all over the nation: California in the far 
West; Oregon in the Northwest; Texas in the 
Southeast; Maine in the Northeast; and the south- 
ern tip of Florida in the Southeast. Altogether, 
38 states were represented by their colleges, many 
of them from the West and Middle West, and 33 
state universities sent delegates, as did the United 
States Military Academy. Representatives came 
from 16 national educational associations and from 
10 theological seminaries. The oldest university 
represented was Harvard (1636), and the youngest, 
Florida Presbyterian College (1958). 





Statesville—Meeting in the First Presbyterian 
Church, Hickory, Concord Presbytery heard Mrs. 
William E. Dole, Davidson, President of the Women 
of the Church of Concord Presbytery, report on 
the activities of the 6,495 women of the member- 
ship and Rev. J. T. Barham’s report on the nine 
vital General Fund Agencies of the General As- 
sembly. Rev. James A. Marrow, Jr., was received 
from Wilmington Presbytery to be the new pastor 
of the Bethpage Church, Kannapolis, and it was 
announced that five other ministers received calls 
to service in this Presbytery. 


Rev. J. H. Armfield, Woodleaf, Moderator, pre- 
sided over the meeting and members were wel- 
comed by Rev. Fred R. Stair, Jr., host pastor. The 
Moderator and host pastor led in the communion 
service. Following this service, recognition was 
given to Ruling Elders who died during the past 
year and the Stated Clerk was instructed to record 
their names in the Minutes of the Presbytery. 


Carey P. Lowrance, a Ruling Elder of the Pros- 
pect Church, Mooresville, was elected as Moderator- 
Nominee to serve at the next meeting of Presby- 
tery. 


Dr. Samuel W. Newell, Chairman, reported for 
the Commission on the Minister and His Work. 


A Commission was appointed to install Rev 
James A. Marrow, Jr., as pastor of the Bethpage 
Church, Kannapolis, May 10, 11:00 a m. The 
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Commission: Rev. Robert Park, Concord, to pre- 
side; Rev. Thompson B. Southall, Statesville, to 
preach the sermon; Rev. Milton Faust, Salisbury, 
to charge the congregation; Elder Henry Pitts, 
Kannapolis, to charge the pastor; Elder C. F. 
Blume, Concord, first alternate; Elder E. F. Willer, 
Kannapolis, second alternate. 


John B. Withrow, Jr, Fayetteville, has accepted 
the call of the Quaker Meadows Church, Morgan- 
ton, and will begin his work there May 1. Rev. 
Paul Horn, Lancaster, South Carolina, has ac- 
cepted the calls to the New Salem Church, Stony 
Point, and Clio Church, Statesville and will come 
to the field June 1. 


The retirement of Rev. Stacy C. Farrior, min- 
ister of the Covenant Church, Concord, was an- 
nounced. Presbytery paid tribute to the minister 
who has rendered distinguished service on the mis- 
sion field and in this country. He will continue 
to serve the Covenant Church until the newly 
elected pastor, James Nowell, Portsmouth, Virginia, 
a senior at Union Theological Seminary, Richmond, 
arrives on the field June 1. 


The Waldensian Church, Valdese, has called Rev. 
J. Clyde Plexico, Jr., Cartersville, Georgia, and 
he has accepted the call. Mr. William A Mc- 
Cutchen, Jr., a senior of Columbia Theological 
Seminary, Decatur Georgia, will become the Assist- 
ant Pastor of the First Presbyterian Church, Salis- 
bury, following his graduation. 


Rev. Louis B. Metts was transferred to Kings 
Mountain Presbytery in order that he might serve 
as Assistant Pastor of the Olney Church, Gastonia. 


Rev. A. B. Wells, Mount Ulla, Chairman of the 
Committee on Women’s Work, presented Mrs. Wil- 
liam E. Dole Davidson, President of the Women 
of Concord Presbytery, who reported on their serv- 
ices to the Church during the past year. She stated 
that the 6,495 members were in 68 local church 
organizations with 276 circles. Honorary life mem- 
berships, in recognition of outstanding service to 
the organization, were given to Mrs. Stacy C. 
Farrior, Concord and to Mrs. E. Johnston Irvin, 
also of Concord. Mrs. Dole said that representa- 
tives of the women of this Presbytery had attend- 
ed the Synodical Training School and the Women’s 
Conference in Montreat and nearly 200 partici- 
pated in the Spiritual Life Retreat at Camp Grier, 
near Old Fort. This group made gifts totaling 
$1,829 to various church causes including World 
Missions in Brazil, White Cross material for the 
Yodogawa Christian Hospital in Osaka, Japan, a 
gift to Barium Orphanage and an ice-maker for 
Camp Grier. Scholarship aid was provided for 
two students at Mitchell College and one at the 
General Assembly’s Training School in Richmond, 
Virginia. The women of this Presbytery are join- 
ing with the Women of the Synod in raising part 
of the fund to erect a permanent office building 
for the Synod of North Carolina in Raleigh. She 
announced the Women of the Church would hold 
the next Annual Meeting at the First Presbyterian 
Church, Statesville, November 2-3. 


Rev. Raymond A. Horn, Mooresville, reported 
for the Church Extension Committee, stating that 
this agency has received a bequest of $3,000 from 
the estate of Edwin L. Shaver, Salisbury. The 
Churches were urged to observe the Church Ex- 
tension Season in May and receive an offering, 
known as “One Day’s Pay”, for the purpose of 
founding and undergirding new work in this and 
other areas of the South. 


Rev. Neill R. McGeachy, Statesville, reported 
for the Counci] of Concord Presbytery and Carey 
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P. Lowrance, Mooresville, Chairman of the Sub- 
committee on Stewardship, announced that four 
Stewardship Conferences would be held September 
14-17 with Rev. James V. Johnson, Jr., Secretary 
of Stewardship, of the General Council, Atlanta, 
Georgia, to be guest leader. George Henritzy, 
Morgantor, Chairman, reported for the Sub-com- 
mittee on Audits. Dr. J. H. Carter, Banner Elk, 
because of his heavy duties as President of Edgar 
Tufts Memorial Association, resigned as Editor of 
Concord Presbyterian. Under his leadership, this 
paper has become one of the outstanding church 
organs in the denomination. The Presbytery ex- 
pressed appreciation of his services by a rising vote 
of thanks. 


Dr. J. H. Carter, President of Edgar Tufts Me- 
morial Association, Banner Elk, introduced Pro- 
fessor Eugene Furnett, Lees-McRae College, who 
presented a moving picture on the work of this 
famed mountain institution which Concord Presby- 
tery supports jointly with Holston Presbytery of 
the Synod of Appalachia. Mr. Furnett was the 
producer and director of the film, “To Set Aglow 
A Sacred Flame’’. 


Rev. Charles A. McGirt, Salisbury spoke on be- 
half of the Campaign for funds by the Presbyterian 
Home, High Point. Dr. James D. Whaley, Hickory, 
a member of the Board of Trustees, spoke on the 
work of this Home for the aged and the great 
need of enlarged facilities. Rev. Robert Blumer, 
Newton, urged attendance on the Synod’s Confer- 
ence, Montreat, June 26-28. He outlined the strong 
program which has been prepared. It is expected 
that some 119 men will attend from Concord Pres- 
bytery. 


A new Permanent Committee on Annuities and 
Relief was appointed as follows: Rev. J. M. Murchi- 
son, Concord, Rev. W. P. Boyle, Lenoir, Rev. R. S. 
Johnson, Statesville, John R. Haye, Jr., Hickory 
and R. S. Edmiston, Mooresville. A special Com- 
mittee on the Presbyterian Foundation was ap- 
pointed as follows: Rev. John A. Wilson, Kan- 
napolis, Mrs. Herbert Hawthorne, Statesville, Mrs. 
L. Young White, Mooresville, Mr. George W. Wil- 
liams, Jr., Valdese, Judge Wilson Warlick, New- 
ton, Mr. John H. Graham, Cleveland, Rev. Archie 
McKee, Lenoir and Rev. Carl May, Salisbury. 


Nearly 17,000 members in 75 Churches make up 
Concord Presbytery in an area composed of Mc- 
Dowell, Burke, Caldwell, Catawba, Alexander, Ire- 
dell, Rowan, and Cabarrus Counties and one corner 
of Mecklenburg in which the town of Davidson is 
located. 





ORANGE PRESBYTERY in its Spring Ad- 
journed Meeting met in the Mebane Presbyterian 
Church on April 16th. Mr. Charles S. Wilkins was 
the Moderator. Rev. Sam Cappel and his congrega- 
tion were affable hosts. Presbytery received 
Rev. George V. H. Hunter, Jr. from Fayetteville 
Presbytery and appointed a commission to install 
him pastor of the Randolph Presbyterian Church 
on May 10th. Rev. J. Cook, a son of Orange Pres- 
bytery, was received from Concord Presbytery. He 
has retired from the pastorate and will make his 
home in Spray. The Certificate of Dismissal of 
Candidate Zane M. Moore, pastor-elect of the Morn- 
ingside Church, was received from Mecklenburg 
Presbytery. Mr. Harry H. Phillips, a member of 
the Church of the Covenant, was taken under the 
care of the Presbytery as a candidate for the min- 
istry. 


At the request of Rev. Edwin C. Brammer, Jr., 
the pastoral relations between him and the Bes- 
se1:2r Church were dissolved and he was given a 
Certificate of Dismissal to Winston-Salem Presby- 
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tery. Presbytery took note of the retirement of 
Rev. Marion S. Huske from the pastorate of the 
Westminster church. He was the dean of the pas- 
tors within the Presbytery. He was placed on the 
roll of the Honorably Retired Ministers. He and 
Mrs. Huske will make their home in Charlctte. 


One of the features of the meeting was the 
singing of four numbers by the Glade Valley School 
Choir and the presentation of Superintendent Har- 
old Jones. 


Mr. Paul G. Boone presented the report of a 
Committee to Survey Ministers’ Salaries and Al- 
lowances. The result was the adoption of a mini- 
mum salary of $4,500.00 retroactive to January 
1, 1959: a car allowance of $270.00 per year to be 
increased by $265.00 a year for two years until 
a minimum of $800.00 is paid; Group Life Insur- 
ance and Major Medical Benefits for the minister 
and his family; and participation in the Ministers’ 
Annuity Fund. 


The recommendation of the Church Extension 
Committee asking that the Day’s Pay be given dur- 
ing the Church Extension season was adopted. The 
80% retainable is to be used in construction of a 
church in the Vandalia area. 


Dr. Robert Balsley, M. D. of Reidsville was nomi- 
nated for the next moderator. The Presbytery 
changed its time of meeting and will hold its 380th 
Stated Meeting in the Hillsboro Presbyterian 
Church on July 16th beginning at 9:30 A. M. 
—R. H. Stone, S. C. 





Raleigh—(PN)—At a seminar which proposed 
te acquaint churchmen with the working of the 
Government of North Carolina, Attorney General 
Malcolm B. Seawell spoke on the topic ‘““The Church 
and the Courts”. 


The seminar was held here April 14, at the 
First Presbyterian Church. Dr. J. Harold Dudley 
was chairman of the Churchmen’s Raleigh Seminar. 
The Rev. Walser Allen is president of the Raleigh 
Ministerial Association. 


The churchmen also heard a morning address 
by Dr. Frederick H. Reissig, executive secretary 
of the Washington, D. C., Council of Churches. 


The seminar drew more than 100 leading church- 
men from over the state for the one-day meeting. 


The Presbytery of Mecklenburg met in its stated 
spring meeting at the Providence Presbyterian 
Church, Charlotte, North Carolina on April 21, 
1959. The Moderator, the Rev. J. E. Wayland, Jr., 
led the opening devotional after which he preached 
a sermon entitled “The Love of God.” 


The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper was ad- 
ministered by the Rev. John E. Lake and the Rev. 
Robert S. Woodson, assisted by the following elders 
of the Providence Church: John C. Reid, Jr., L. 
C. Harper, James A. Blakeney, P. P. Patterson, J. 
M. McGinnis, H. D. Niven, O. C. Jackman. The 
following elders from other churches aided in this 
service: Philip Howerton, Paul Baird, Neil Alex- 
ander, Floyd Smith, Robert Johnson. 

The history of the Providence Church was pre- 
sented by Mrs. Grace McBride, a member of the 


congregation. It was adopted and ordered to be 
printed in the Minutes. 


The Rev. Stewart Yandle, Moderator Nominee, 
was elected Moderator of the Presbytery. 


The Rev. W. E. Lytch requested Presbytery to 
dissolve the pastoral relationship between him and 
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the Newell Church as of May 15 and grant to 
him a certificate of transfer to Orange Presbytery 
in order that he might accept a Call to the pastorate 
of the Yanceyville and Bethesda Churches. The 
request was granted and the Stated Clerk was di- 
rected to issue the transfer along with a letter of 
commendation for Mr. Lytch. 


The Rev. Malcolm Williamson requested permis- 
sion to labor outside the bounds of Mecklenburg 
Presbytery in order that he might exchange pulpits 
during the summer with Dr. Thomas Maxwell of St. 
Catherine’s Church, Edinburgh Scotland. The re- 
quest was granted. Presbytery directed the Mod- 
erator to issue a letter commending Mr. Williamson 
to the Presbytery of Edinburgh and also a letter 
to Dr. Maxwell welcoming him to Mecklenburg 
Presbytery. 


The North Charlotte Church requested permission 
to change the name of the church to the Johnston 
Memorial Presbyterian Church. The request was 
granted. 


The following young men were received as Can- 
didates for the Gospel ministry: Mr. Robert Brad- 
ham of the Plaza Church and Mr. Edwin P. Graham 
of the Sharon Church. 


Presbytery received the following ministers: The 
tev. Thomas W. Apperson from Fayetteville Pres- 
bytery; who is accepting the Call extended by the 
Candor Presbyterian Church; Dr. John R. Cunning- 
ham from Winston-Salem Presbytery and the Rev. 
Nathaniel C. Kirkland from Pee Dee Presbytery. 
Mr. Kirkland has recently accepted the Call ex- 
tended to him by the First Presbyterian Church 
of Albemarle. The Rev. H. Lawrence Love was al- 
so received from Everglades Presbytery. 


The report on Church Extension was given by 
Di. A. Clarke Dean, Chairman. He commended 
the Fellowship of Prayer plan to the Presbytery 
Dr. W. M. Boyce, Chairman of the Committee on 
Home Missions, made a brief report. Dr. J. Cecil 
Lawrence spoke on behalf of the Church Extension 
Offering to be received beginning this year in May. 
He displaved the Brochure to be made available for 
general distribution to show Church Extension at 
work in the Presbytery. 


Dr. E. Lee Stoffel, pastor of the First Presby- 
terian Church, Charlotte, was named Moderator 
Nominee for the summer meeting. 


The report of Presbytery’s Council was made by 
the Rev. Carl S. Miller. Mr. Thomas C. Ruff, a 
member of the Special Committee of the Synod 
of North Carolina on ‘Ministers’ Salaries” made 
an inspiring address to Presbytery. A motion then 
passed that Presbytery instruct the Council, the 
Home Missions Committee and the Commission on 
the Minister and His Work to meet together to 
consider the implications of the above address 
made by Mr. Ruff. This Committee is to report to 
Presbytery in July. 


A report of the Stewardship Committee was 
made by Dr. J. Cecil Lawrence in the absence of 
the Rev. M. S. Bell, Chairman. The attention of 
Presbytery was called to the special workshop on 
Stewardship to be held at the Covenant Presby- 
terian Church, Charlotte, May 14 beginning at 
4:00 P. M. and continuing through 9:00 P. M. 
He announced that Dr. Bob S. Hodges of the Gen- 
eral Council will be in the Presbytery from Oc- 
tober 5th through 8th. 


The Rev. Fred C. Holder made the report of 
the Sub-Committee on Homes. He urged the 
churches of the Presbytery to get behind the For- 
ward Fund of the Presbyterian Home. 
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Presbytery appointed the following Commission 
to install the Rev. Nathaniel C. Kirkland as min- 
ister of the First Presbyterian Church of Albe- 
marle, June 7th, 1959 at 7:30 P. M. Dr. D. E. 
Wasson to preside and propound the constitutional 
questions, The Rev. Robert Turner to preach, The 
Rev. Stewart Yandle to charge the pastor, Elder 
Philip Howerton to charge the congregation, Elder 
to complete the commission to be chosen by the 
Session of the First Church, Albemarle. 


Presbytery appointed the following Commission 
to install the Rev. Thomas W. Apperson as pastor 
of the Candor Presbyterian Church on May 17 at 
7:30 P. M. 


Dr. J. Cecil Lawrence to preside and propound 
the constitutional questions. Dr. L. I. Stell to 
preach, The Rev. E. M. Huffstetler to charge the 
pastor, Elder Neil Freeman to charge the congrega- 
tion, The Rev. Lacy McDuffie to be invited to 
serve on the commission. Elder John R. Manes to 
complete the commission. 


A quorum on each of these commissions is to 
be two ministers and one ruling elder. 


The Stated Clerk called the attention of Pres- 
bytery to the fact of the great need for each church 
to pay assessment for Presbytery’s Business. 


The next meeting of Mecklenburg Presbytery 
will be held in the Westover Hills Presbyterian 
Church, Charlotte on July 21, 1959. 


Presbytery then adjourned to meet at the West- 
over Hills Presbyterian Church, Tuesday, July 21, 
1959 at 9:00 A. M. The Moderator, the Rev. 
Stewart Yandle led the ciosing prayer and pro- 
nounced the benediction. 





SOUTH CAROLINA 


Johns Island — Last Sunday the pastor of 
this Church, Rev. John R. Williams, announced 
to the congregation that he plans to retire 
from the pastorate on July ist. He made this 
announcement, as he said, three months in ad- 
vance of his retirement, in order to give the 
Church time to elect a pulpit committee and to 
get busy about finding another pastor. 


Mr. Williams came to this Church three and 
one half years ago from Montreat, N. C., where 
he had been making his home while engaged in 
evangelistic work. Upon retirement he expects to 
make his home in Black Mountain, N. C. 








Edgar D. Byers has moved from the George 
Kirby-Antioch Churches of Goldsboro, N. C. to 
Effingham, S. C. 





TENNESSEE 


Nashville—(PN)—Dr. Stanley Craig Topple of 
Avondale Estates, Ga., has been appointed to 
serve as a medical missionary to Korea for the 
Presbyterian Church, U.S. 


Dr. Topple will be ready to go to the field in 
the fall of this year after attending the Institute 
for Outgoing Missionaries in Montreat, N. C., this 
summer. 


He is a graduate of Davidson College, where he 
received his B.S. degree in 1953. He earned his 


M.D. degree at the Emory University School of 
Medicine in 1957. 


He has had experience in Crawford Long, Grady 
Memorial, and Piedmont Hospitals in Atlanta, Ga., 
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University Hospital, Oklahoma City, Okla., and 
has served his first year resident in surgery at 
Macon Hospital, Macon, Ga. 


A native of Chicago, Ill., Dr. Topple calls De- 
catur, Ga., his home town. He has been a member 
of the Tatnall Square Presbyterian Church in 
Macon during this past year. Formerly, he was a 
member of the Decatur Presbyterian Church De- 
eatur, Ga. 


During his summer vacations from Davidson Col- 
lege, Dr. Topple worked with Pioneer Boys’ Camps 
in Ontario, Canada. 





WEST VIRGINIA 

GREENBRIER PRESBYTERY held its regular 
spring meeting in the Ronceverte Presbyterian 
Church on April 21, 1959. Rev. James R. Kennedy, 
pastor of the First Presbyterian Church of Hinton, 
was elected moderator. Rev. W. Graham Wood, Jr., 
Beverly, was elected permanent clerk to fill the 
term of Rev. Collier S. Harvey, Jr. who was dis- 
missed to Holston Presbytery to accept the pasto- 
rate of the Waverly Road church of Kingsport, 
Tennessee. Mr. Harvey has been the pastor of the 
Oak Grove church of Hillsboro since 1955. Rev. 
Charles W. Moore, assistant pastor of the Davis 
Memorial church of Elkins and pastor of the Scott 
Memorial, Midland Memorial, and Harmon 
churches, was dismissed to Lexington Presbytery 
to become the pastor of the Bridgewater and Day- 
ton Presbyterian churches. Rev. O. M. MeNeill, 
pastor of the Helvetia and Pickens churches, was 
dismissed to Bluestone Presbytery to accept the 
pastorate of the churches at Scarboro and Summer- 
lee, West Virginia. W. Spencer Hamrick, a candi- 
date under care of Greenbrier Presbytery and a 
fellowship student at Union Theological Seminary 
nO aaa was licensed and ordained as an evan- 
gelist. 


The highlight of the meeting was the hearing of 
two inspiring lectures concerning the field of 
Christian Education by Dr. William B. Kennedy. 
Dr. Kennedy is the Assistant Professor of Chris- 
tian Education at Union Theological Seminary in 
Richmond, Virginia and is a member of Asheville 
Presbytery. 


Presbytery accepted the invitation of the Ty- 
garts Valley church of Huttonsville for the Sum- 
mer meeting, and named Rev. Horace T. Allen, Jr., 
pastor of the Spring Creek, Frankford, and Laurel 
Hill churches, as moderator-in-nomination. 


W. Graham Wood, Jr. 
Publicity Clerk 
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THE FIRST EASTER. Peter Marshall. Cath- 
erine Marshall. McGraw-Hill Book Co. $3.50. 


Catherine Marshall tells us in the introduction 
to this volume that the word Easter conjures up 
in her mind a procession of pictures and the most 
vivid is a scene from her Georgia college days 
when on a particular Easter Sunday she attended 
the Easter service at the Westminster Presbyterian 
Church in Atlanta. There she heard Peter Marshall 
tell what happened in a certain Garden almost 
2,000 years before and he made it real to all 
who listened. 


Mrs. Marshall says that Peter Marshall’s best 
thinking and most careful preparation went into 
his Easter sermons. She found a number of Easter 
manuscripts from 18 years of preaching. Out of 
these manuscripts she has given the principal mes- 
sage that Peter Marshall delivered at the Easter- 
tide. This work is marked by the same charm that 
characterizes Peter Marshall’s former publications. 


John R. Richardson 





PREACH THE WORD. Billy Apostolon. Baker 
Book House. $1.00. 


This volume gives outlines on such subjects as 
the Seven Deadly Sins, the Seven Sermons to 
Saints, and Seven Sermons for Special Occasions. 
It is logically arranged preserving a certain con- 
tinuity of purpose in orderly sequence. ‘the out 
lines are Scriptural and also thoroughly practical 
and usable. 





SERMON OUTLINES ON BIBLE CHARAC.- 
TERS. Al Bryant. Zondervan. $1.00. 


In this book are 51 sermon outlines of Old 
Testament characters. These outlines are not in- 
tended to be crutches but to serve as pump primers 
and to aid the minister in producing a more ef- 
fective message. Included are outlines of both 
a topical and expository nature. 





CHRISTIAN WORKER’S HANDBOOK. Doro- 
thy Strauss. W. A. Wilde Co., $2.00. 


The theme of the book “An Apprentice can be- 
come a master worker” introduces the Lord’s serv- 
ants to the instruction needed which in practical 
experience results in Christian service and spiritual 
growth. The author answers the question, “What 
is Christian service?” Amid the welter of con- 
fused ideas in the world today, she sets forth a 
clear Spiritual definition to guide the babes in 
Christ who seek to serve their living Lord. Several 
chapters are devoted to the specialized ministry of 
tract evangelism, visitation in the hospitals and 
homes, and story telling and game leadership. 





STORIES OF OUR NATIONAL SONGS. Ernest 
K. Emurian. W. A. Wilde Co., $2.00. 


This volume gives a complete authentic account 
of the writing of the words and music of four 
of America’s most popular patriotic hymns and 
songs: America, America the Beautiful, Battle 
Hymn of the Republic, and the national anthem, 
The Star Spangled Banner. The material in this 
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volume will awaken in every reader a profound 
and reverent appreciation of the springs of Amer- 
ican religious and patriotic fervor. 





STORIES OF CHRISTMAS CAROLS. Ernest 
K. Emurian. W. A. Wilde Publishing Co. $2.00. 


The twelve chapters in this volume tell the 
stories behind the writing of many of Christen- 
dom’s most familiar and best loved Christian 
hymns. Included in this collection are the factual 
backgrounds of such carols as: “Silent Night’, 
“Joy to the World’, “We Three Kings of Orient 
Are’, and “Brightest of the Sons of the Morning’’. 
The book gives sufficient data about each carol 
to satisfy any reader’s curiosity and provide a tale 
that can be retold to the complete satisfaction of 
any audience. 


THE BOOK OF THE LAW. G. T. Manley. 
Eerdman’s. $3.50. 


This book is primarily a study on the date of 
Deuteronomy. The author has made an independent 
study of the evidence contained in the book itself 
and the results are presented in this volume. He 
believes that the study of this subject is more 
than just a fascinating interest but that it is im- 
portant because of the issues which are involved. 


The author exposes the weakness of the Graf- 
Wellhausen hypothesis. He shows that arguments 
have been accumulating in favor of the pre-mon- 
archic character of the laws and of the narrative 
setting in which they are found. Dr. Manley be- 
lieves that the simplest explanation of the facts, 
perhaps after all, is the best. On every hand Deu- 
teronomy is acknowledged to be a great book 
which exerted great influence and then he asks, 
“Should it not also have a great author?” He 
replies to this question, “Who can fill that place 
so worthily as the old and tried leader who brought 
the Israelites out of Egypt, shared their exper- 
iences, gave them laws and laid the foundations 
of their faith.”” Here is a valuable book for stu- 
dents of the Old Testament. 

—John R. Richardson 





THE LIFE AND TEACHINGS OF JOHN CAL- 
VIN — A STUDY MANUAL. John H. Bratt. 
Baker Book House. 75c. 


We are witnessing a new interest in John Cal- 
vin today. This is due in large part as Dr. Bratt 
says to the renewed interest in Biblical studies. 
John Calvin was first and foremost a teacher and 
preacher of the Bible. 


The 22 chapters in this book discuss the career 
of Calvin and his main teachings. Each chapter 
is filled with illuminating insights and practical 
observations that are relevant for our day. This 
little book is especially designed for use in study 
groups. Each lesson is followed by questions to 
arouse thought and elicit discussion. Though this 
book could be used with profit in a number of 
groups, we would especially recommend it for 
study among young adults. 

—John R. Richardson 





THE DIGNITY OF THE UNDEFEATED. 
Charles F. Jacobs. Christopher Publishing House. 
$3.00. 


Charles F. Jacobs is pastor of the First Presby- 


terian Church, Waterloo, Iowa. He is gifted in 
using biography as well as fiction as points of 
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departure for sermons. He has selected stories 
about men and women that have a universal hu- 
man concern. Preachers find here illustrations and 
suggestive ideas for their pulpit work. 





A BRAND FROM THE BURNING. Charles C. 
Stemmer. Christopher Publishing House. $2.75. 


“A Brand From the Burning” is written to stim- 
ulate thought and to provide consolation to the 
bereaved and hope for the down-trodden who have 
despaired of living. The author claims psychic 
power and this strange book tells us about spirit- 
ualism and the author’s claims for this belief. 





ELIJAH AND ELISHA. Ronald S. Wallace. 
Eerdman’s. $3.00. 


This is a series of expositions of most of the 
passages in the I and II books of Kings which 
give the history of the two prophets, Elijah and 
Elisha. The author has treated these stories as 
having a living and real basis in the historical life 
of the people of God. 


Mr. Wallace writes as a practical preacher and 
theologian. This work is especially valuable in 
the field of Christian hermeneutics. The author 
sees the Christian as committed not only to the 


God of Peter and John but to the God of Elijah 
and Elisha. 





HOW TO GET ALONG WITH YOUR PAR- 
ENTS. William W. Orr. Scripture Press. 30c. 


All who are interested in the problem of home 
harmony could benefit from this little volume. 
The author believes that principles are contained 
in a wise book called the Bible and when one knows 
and follows the rules set forth in the Bible, he 
can enjoy the results. This work is for young 
people and their parents. 





THE WHY AND HOW OF SOCIAL PROGRAMS 
FOR ADULT CLASSES. Marian Leach Jacobsen. 
Scripture Press. 60c. 


The author believes that Christians need fun, 
recreation and social contacts and that there should 
be a social program for an adult class. The ques- 
tions many have asked concerning social programs 
for adult classes will find satisfactory answers in 
this small book. Every adult class president and 
social chairman should have a copy of this stimu- 
lating book. 


SEX AND THE BIBLE. Jack Wyrtzen. Zonder- 
van. 60c. 


Some ignore the subject of sex. A better atti- 
tude is the Biblical attitude and that is to recognize 
it and deal with it in a sane way. This is what 
Jack Wyrtzen endeavors to do in this volume. For 
20 years he has been engaged in youth work and 
he knows how to deal frankly with young people 
in their moral problems. Here he challenges young 
people to lives of purity and victory. 

John R. Richardson 





GREAT BIBLE STORIES FOR THE VERSE 
SPEAKING CHOIR. Helen A. Brown and Harry 
J. Heltman. Westminster Press. $1.00. 


Across the nation some churches have added 
verse speaking choirs to their list of permanent 
organizations. In others, the choir doubles for 
the verse group and is frequently directed by the 
professional choir leader. The author-editors of 
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this noteworthy collection have given careful and 
discriminating attention to all the details of mean- 
ing and good, climax and cadence. This volume 
shows that the well directed choral speaking presen- 
tation of selections will have an audience with the 
realization that they understand what was in the 
minds and hearts of the authors who wrote these 
venerable and imperishable lines from the Bible. 





ADVENTURES IN PARENTHOOD. W. T. 
Thompson. John Knox Press. $2.50. 


The 7 chapters in this book deal with the every- 
day problems of fathers, mothers, boys, girls. It 
tells parents when to say “no” and how to say 
‘no’. It advocates wholesome religion in the home 
and insists that parents should make their religion 
real. Dr. Thompson has had wide experience in 
this field and this book is a result of mature wis- 
dom. It is full of common sense that should help 


any home to become happier and more influential 
for Christ. 





THE “HOW” OF EFFECTIVE LESSON PREP- 
ARATION FOR ADULTS. Henry Jacobsen. Scrip- 
ture Press. 60c. 


If you are an adult Bible class teacher and de- 
sire improvement in your work, this booklet is for 
you. If you are willing to investigate a systematic 
method of lesson preparation with a mind open 
to suggestions, you will find these pages interest- 
ing and stimulating. 


CLUB REPORTER. Val Lucas. $1.00. 


Club Reporter tells something about the editor’s 
problems and how not to make them any worse so 
that the relationship may be one of mutual coopera- 
tion and result in a productiveness that serves the 
needs of both the organization and the newspaper. 
It shows how to write a neat paragraph that at- 
tracts the reader’s whole attention and to develop 
the interested bits in the report and play down 
the commonplace in order to hold the interest all 
the way. There are many suggestions here for 
ghose in newspaper work. 


EZEKIEL. H. L. Ellison. Eerdman’s. $2.50. 


Dr. Ellison has written this volume for the 
serious student of the Bible who is not concerned 
with critical problems and who is unable to read 
the prophet in the original. He has tried to make 
Ezekiel’s message clear by taking this prophecy 
chapter by chapter, and section by section. Where 
the message has seemed obvious he has dismissed a 
chapter in a paragraph. He saved space for the pas- 
sages that are generally misunderstood by the aver- 
age Bible student. The author has succeeded in a 
remarkable way in helping Ezekiel speak to the 
present age. 


DARIUS, THE MEDE. John C. Whitcomb, Jr. 


Eerdman’s. $2.75. 





Only in the book of Daniel is Darius mentioned. 
Secular history and archaeological discovery know 
of no one ruling in Babylon between Belshazzar and 
Cyrus the Great. Who, then, was Darius? To this 
problem, Dr. Whitcomb addresses himself. He 
argues that Darius the Mede was a subordinate of- 
ficial whom Cyrus had placed over Babylon and 
that again the history of the book of Daniel can 
be defended. The author has done a real service 
in collecting the material, discussing it carefully 
and offering a view whereby the Bible can be 
reconciled with known facts. 
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